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Honoured SI R, 


I Old Diftemper returning ſud- 
M denly wpon me, I conld not 
wait on you at 1 defrgn'd, and 
ſee you on Ship-board : Tet my hearty 
Prayers and Wel-wiſhes have, and ſhall 
ever attend you, for the good Succeſs 


of your Travels, and ſafe Return. / 


think my ſelf alſo obliged to congratu- 
late your bappy Voyage, and hopeful 
Settlement ( and as I am informed ) in a 
flouriſhing and welk-govern d Univerſi- 
ty; where you cannot want Means and 
Opportunities ts improve your Farts 
confiderably, and ennjch your Soul with 
fuch excelent Habits, as none of your 
Rank and Tears may out-ds you in the 
moſt defirable Accompliſhments of Know» 
ledge, Wiſdom and Experience. 

But (Sir,) beſides theſe many Obli- 
gations which 7 ſhall always recognize 
with the greateſt Exprefions of Love 
and Gratitude, I have ſeveral other Mo- 
A 2 trees 
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tives and Inducements, (a you'll ſee in 
the Sequet of thu Epiſtle, ) which have 
prompted me to give you the trouble of 
peruſing theſe following Sheets : And 
tho I am wery ſenſible, that you cannot 
want the Counſel and Advice of Menu 
far more eminent for Learning and Ob- 
ſervation than I darſt ever pretend to; 
yet my Endeavours may bave their de- 
fired Influence ( and hind Acceptance) as 
the Effelt of undiſſembled Love and Fi- 
delity, and the Produft of bu retired 
and ſerious Thoughts, who ( to bu power ) 
ever was, is, and, God willing, ſhall be a 
trae Friend to your Self and Family, 
Tet I muſt beg-leave to tell you, ( be- 
fore I proceed to the ſubjett Matter of 
tha Epilſtle,) that the Eyes of your 
Country are much upon you, 4s the 
hopeful Son of ſuch a Father ; and there- 
fore you muſt expett, as your Accompliſh« 
ments, ſo your Defeils will be narrowly 
and critically obſerved. Tou muſt there- 
fore either ſtudy to equal, and ( if poſ» 
fible) out-do by eminent Vertues and 
Endowments, or otherwiſe you'l find 
that they [} exceedingly leſſe® and e+ 


clipſe 


—— 


: 
, 


Þ 


clipſe your own. Beſides, you have left 
your Country, Relations and Friends, for 
the increaſe of Learning and Experience ; 
we do all therefore hope toſee the generou 
and worthy Fruits and Effetts of your 
Care and Induſtry, and as great a change 
in your Perſon a is the Climate. Nee 
can it be much ſatifattion to your ſelf or 
others, tho you be able to give an account 
( at your return) of the ſtrange Occurren- 
ces of Nature or Event : For, the Fruits 


«of Study and Travel ſhould not reſt there, 


but your chief buſineſs will be to culti» 
vate and beautifie your Soul with ſuch 
wſeful and profitable Knowledge, as may 
be a future benefit both to your ſelf and 
others ; nor can any thing leſs than thu, 
countervail the great Charge, Hazzards, 
and Fatiques of Travel. 

Tou ſhould alſo conſider ( Sir,) that 
your Co-temporaries bere are growing up 
apace, and may be great Proficients- i 
all forts of Learning; and therefore as 
you i] have greater Opportanities, \ſo you 
muſt endeavour to make a ſutable In 
provement in ail the gentiel, ingenuous 
and vertuons Accompliſhmrnts, both of 
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Mind and Body. But if by their Dili- 
mg they ſhould out-ſtrip you, it would 
wo little Refiettion 5 mot to mention 
the fruitleſs expence of T ime and Money, 
and the far greater Hazzards you run 
»pon amongſt Foreigners and Fugitives, 
Nor will it be wnſcaſonable to remark 
fo you, that ſeveral Young Gentlemen 
( within the compaſs of your own obſerva» 
tion, have returned from beyond Sea's, as 
ignorant to the full, and more immoral 
and extravagant, than if they bad never 
left the Smoat of their own Chimneys, 
They bave indeed dearly purchaſed, and 
brought over with them ſome new Modes, 
affetted Geſtures, (if not the Diſeaſes 
of the Country, ) and ſuch Language and 
Deportment as are not only anxenticl 
and unbecoming, but wamanly and unchri- 
ftian: (We ſhall have occaſion to take 
wotice of ſome Particulars afterwards ; ) 
inſomach that they are ſo far from being 
either wiſer, or better for their Travels, 
that ( to give them their due) they bave 
only commenced Maſters of that helliſh 
aud black Art of Debauchery, Irreligion 
and Protancnels. Bat, 
Theſe 
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Theſe Examples (Sir,) are only noted 
by way of caution: For we tnow, 
ſhall always hope for, and expett better 
Things and Fruits from you : And your 
virtzous Temper, and hitherto religious 
Education, will bo a Sovereign Antidote, 
and ſure Defenſitive againſt all the dan- 
gerous and charming Nilectives you can 
poſhbly meet with, To which give me 
leave to add the following Advice, which 
1 hope may be uſeful to you in all your Tra» 
vels ; nor ſhall it be wnſcaſonable, whilſt 
you continue in that well govern'd Socic» 
ty, where perhaps the leaſt Danger 13s 
neither fear'd nor ſuſpetied. 

Not to trouble you with a longer Ex- 
ordium : What I have further to impart, 
ſhall for Methods ſake, be comprebended 
under theſe Three following Heads of 
Diſcourſe. And the 

Firſt, will reſpett the well-hus handing 

i management of your Time in attend- 
img your Studies, or Converſation with 
others, The 

Second, Your Morals, and Civil De- 

ment. And the 
Third, Your Religioo. In 
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Iu all which I ſhall endeavour to lay 
down ſuch Rules, as 7 bope may dirett 
and encourage you to imploy your Time 
to the beſt Purpoſes; jo that you may go 
on chearfully in your Buſinels, with t 
greateſt ſucceſs, delight and ſatufaition ; 
and return home thro Gods Bleſſing, every 
way accompliſht, as a welk-bred Gentle- 
man, 4 good Scholar, and a ſound Chri- 
ſtian, Al! which would be the greateſt 
Comfort and Bleſing to your Parents, an 
Ornament to your Country, and the moſt 
peculiar Happineſs to your Sell, 


Of theſe ſeverally and in Order. 
And Furl, 
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OW (Sir) it would be an ill 

\ and unaccountable Application 
of your Time, it your Quality (as we 

B have 
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Iu all which I ſhall endeavour to lay 
down ſuch Rules, as I bope may dirett 
and encourage you to imploy your Time 
to the beſt Farpoſes ; ſo that you may 7o 
on chearfully in your Buſinels, with the 
greateſt ſucceſs, delight and ſatufattion ; 
and return home thro Gods Bleſſing, every 
way accompliſht, as a welk-bred Gentle- 
man, 4 good Scholar, and a ſound Chri- 
ſtian, Al! which would be the greateſt 
Comfort and Bleſſing to your Parents, an 
Ornament to your Country, and the moſt 
peculiar Happineſs to your Sell. 


Of theſe ſeverally and in Order. 
And Firſt, 
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OW (Sir) it would be an ill 

1 'N and unaccountable Application 
of your Time, it your Quality (as we 

B have 
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have ſeen in too many) ſhould make 
you impatient of Diſcipline and Re- 
ſtraint, or make you conſult your Li- 
berry and Eaſe; the Effets whereof 
are uſually dangerous and deſtrudtive. 
For ſince God has bleſſed and ennobled 
you with the Priviledges of Birth and 
Blood, and an ingenuous and religi- 
ous Education, you ſhould imploy your 
Time and Faculties in the ſearch of, 
and purſuit after thoſe things which 
now, and in the after-courſe of your 
Life, will afford you the greateſt Ad- 
vantages, as well as Pleaſure and De- 
light. You muſt not fancy then, that 
God made you only for Sports and 
Paſtimes, but gentiel and heroic Exer- 
ciſes: Let thoſe who underſtand no 
better, pleaſe and divert themſelves with 
their Horſes, Dogs, Wine, &c. Bur 
what are all theſe to the more noble 
and worthy Endowments of a Gentle- 
man and a Scholar ? And ſeeing God 
has been pleaſed to bleſs you with the 

ing and all other Faculties of 
a Man'and thoſe too in the beſt degree) 
imploy the moſt conſiderable part of 
your 
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'our Time ( eſpecially now whilit you 
——_ Leiſure, Opportunity, and few 
Avocations) at your Boot, and in your 
Study. For, 

Firſt, As this will adorn your Soul 
with the greateſt Treaſures this World 
can afford, fo you'l have cauſe to con» 
gratulate to your felt your own Ha 
pineſs, and God Almighty will bleſs 
and proſper you in your Endeavours : 
Who even in Paradiſe would not al- 
low Pleaſure to the firſt Adam ( tho 
certainly as Noble as any of his De- 
ſcendents without Labour and Induſtry. 
Nor can your retired and ſeeming Ob- 
ſcurity in your Studies leſſen your 
Genrility, ow there's no welk-bred 
Scholar that can fail of the Reputa- 
tion and Character of a Gentleman. 
Bur beſides, 

Secondly, You'l hereby become not 
only more courteous and obliging to 
all SIG with, w_ more Ca- 
pable a ng (with Prudence 
and Diſcretion) thoſe weighty Afﬀairs 
which may await you at your Return; 
and your Birth and Education will in 
B 2 title 
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title you to, both of Juſtice and State, 
Beſides, you'l better underſtand what 
Reſpet and Encouragement is defer- 
vedly due to Learned Men, (ſuch I 
mean as are diligent, ſober and pious) 
and herein your dear and worthy Fa- 
ther may be a Pattern to you, who 
by his diſcreet and obliging Carriage, 
has extreamly endeard himſelt to all 
Scholars, but the Orthodox Clergy of 
the Church of Eg land eſpecially. - And 
hence "ris very obſervable, that thoſe 
Gentlemen only who have purchaſed to 
themſelves the honour of Learning and 
true Breeding, know beſt how to value 
and citcem, and are moſt willing to 
encourage thoſe Attainments in others ; 
which will alſo have a mighty Influence 
upon all your Dependents, as well as 
others below you, who do uſually ci- 
ther reſpett or contemn wiſe and good 
Men, by. the Examples of their Zea» 
ders. Contfider, 

Thirdly, That whereas the Vertues 
or Vices of private Men do comimon- 
ly paſs without much Notice or Cen- 
fare, you'l beſet as it were & Beacon up» 
on 
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eq,an Hill; and as the Words of grear 
Men are uſually Maxims and Theorems, 
ſo their Actions become Examples, 
Rules and Prefidenrs for others to iteer 
and walk by. Beſides, you'l be no leſs 
eſtcemed and admired for the Excellen- 
cy of your natural and acquired Abilt- 
ties, than herein for the ſway and in- 
fluence of your Authority ; nor can any 
thing be more baſe and inglorious, than 
« Gentleman only by name, whole Soul 
is ignorant and Lite immoral. 
Fourthly, There's nothing in this 
World, which can countervail the great 
Expence of your Time and Pains, &c. 
but Learning and Experience (as belore) 
which are only attainable by Srady and 
a ſutable Converſation with Scholars 
and Men of Parts; for hereby you 
may be qualified both tor Afton and 
Speculation, and excel the Mobile as 
much in Underſtanding and Vertue, as 
Nobility of Birth and genticlExtraction. 
Now, theſe are the genuine an& proper 
Fruits of Education and Study; and un- 
te(s you unploy and improve your Time 
and Faculries to theſe purpotes, tho per- 
B 3 haps 
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haps you may gratifie and pleaſe yanr 
Fancy with vain and —_ Delights, 
yer your Underſtanding will prove un- 
truittul ; and after many tedious and 
dangerous 7raverſes, you may return 
Home with a ſhatter'd Body, and a bar- 
ren and empty Soul, 

Theſe are all ſuch generous /nduce- 
ments, as will prevail with your ingenu- 
ous Temper and Inclination, to k 
cloſe to your Studies : But as a further 
Obligation and Inforcement, give me 
leave to remind you of the Moſearri es 
of ſome (who would neither be ___ - 
ded to love Learning nor Books ) which 
may be a ſure Cantion to you to avoid 
thoſe Sins and Indiſcretions of licenti- 
ous and ungovern'd Youth. 

For alaſs ! we have many deplorable 
Inſtances ( the Sparks and Blades of our 
Age) who —— their Time, Parts, 
Wir, Eſtates,@Tc. in purſuit of the greateſt 
Foolerics and Vanities in the World, to 
the greateſt ſhame and diſgrace of them- 
ſelves, and ſcandal of others ; as it they 
were a diſtia&t Species from all Rational 
Beings, and made only for a Sword, or 
a Horle, 
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a Horſe, or a Dog, and the other brutiſh 
and ſenſual Exerciſes of Luxury and 
Protaneneſs. I am no Enemy to mode- 
rate and innocent Pleaſures ; but thoſe 
Sots and [qnars's make it their Trade 
and way of Living, to obſerve all Modes 
and Faſhions, drink, ſwear, curſe, whore, 
game, fight and quarrel like HeQors 
and Madmen, deſpiſe and ſcorn all be- 
low them, and run on in a full Carreer 
of Sin and Extravagance. 

Infomuch, that I'm afraid they have 
ſcarce leiſure to ſay their Prayers, or 
look on a Book, and therefore wholly 
unfic for Chriſtian or ingenuous Con» 
verſe ; (their Dogs, Horſes, &c. being 
uſually the Subjects of their Diſcourſe 
in their more ſerious Intervals). By all 
which inhuman Methods, many of t 
are become fo barbarouſly Ignorant,and 
void of all Learning, that they have al- 
moſt forgot that ever they were at 
Schools or Univerſity (unlels they hap- 

to remember ſome Prants they 
play'd there) and are as much ſtrangers 
to Humanity, Philoſophy, Hiſtory, &c. 
as if there had been never any ſuch thing 
B 4 as 
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as Books or Learning in the World- 

Nor are theſe the Faules only of our 
home-bred Gentlemen; ( for we have 
many learned, wiſe, and good Men,who 
never had the Curioſity norConvenience 
ot Travel ) but even of thoſe who have 
ſeen many Foreign Countries, Caries, 
Delights, &c. yer negleRting the Buſt- 
nels they went about ( as we have obſer- 
ved already) have returned home after 
many impertinent Wandrings, more 
vain and prodigal, wicked and irreligi- 
ous, than thoſe Companions of Igno- 
rance and Epicuriſm they left behind 
them. For what pleaſure and fatisfacti- 
on has that Man, who has feen all the 
Novelries and Curiofitics in the World, 
it he has ſtudied nothing elſe but to 
picaſc and pamper his own Appetite / 
All that we can fay of him, 1s, that he 
has beſtowed much pains to no purpole, 
or for that which is worſe ; and bought 
lis Sins and Vanitics at a "dearcr rate 
than others 

1 hus, I have ſet before you thoſe 4r- 
gaments and Morrves, and Dangers and 
[{azards, on the right hand and on the 
leir, 
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lefr, which your Prudence will conſider 
berimes ; ſo, that you may improve all 
thoſe Opporri mines that fall in your 
way to the beſt advantages, leſt you 
hould unhappily miſcarry 10 your great 
Adventure, \ as tholc mi ſcrable Inſtan- 
ces we have already noted; | which the 
Lord of his great mercy avert. 
Conſider again, thar your Station, 
Quality and Parts, may diſpoſe you at 
your Return for Offices of H Nour and 
Truſt ; wherein you may be highly 
Serviceable to your King and Country, 
as your worthy Father is, and has been 
betore you : Nor can any Magiſ{i rate be 
duly qualified to adminiſter Jultice or 
Counſel, with caſe and fatis|aftion ro 
himſelf, or tor the benefit of others, 
but by ſuch habitual Accompiiſhmenes 
as are the proper Reſults of Stzdy and 
Obſervation + IJnfomuch- that Charles 
the Great, Emperour, did folemnly de- 
clare, That be bad rather abound in 
Knowledre than Riches and Honour, 
But beſides thoſe foregoing 7 opicts, 
you'l find by Experience, that the Plca- 
ſures as well as the Benefits of Srady, 
are 
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are ſo charming and delightful, that 'tis 
next to impoſhible tor a Scholar to be 
idle : Eſpecially conſidering ( as a Learn- 
ed Man obſerves) the many Improve- 
ments of Reaſon, the ſweetneſs and de- 
lights of Knowledge, the great range 
and multitude of Thoughts and Specu- 
lations ; for there's much wit in Poe» 
try, in Philoſophy Reaſon, improved, 
in Mathematicks Acuteneſs, in Hiſtory 
curious and ſtrange Events, in Politicks 
varicty of Projects and Deſigns, in Ora- 
tory ſweet and delightful Eloquence, in 
Divinity ſupernatural Light, Rules of 
holy Living and Dying, and heavenly 
Devotions: Which laſt will be a means 
to ſan{tific all Endeavours to your uſe, 
and make all your other Studies both 
pleaſant and profitable. 

Now a ſtrict and diligent Enquiry in- 
to all theſe ſeveral forts of Learning, 
will fill up all the empty Spaces of your 
Time, which is commonly mif-imploy- 
ed, if not vainly miſ{-ſpent, by all thoſe 
Gentlemen that are not Scholars. You 
may alter the Merhods and Courſe of 
your Studies as you pleaſe, fo that _ 
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ſhall never be any fpare Time upon 
your hands; nor will it ever ſeem to 
pals away ſlowly. But ſceingthe Fur 
banding of Time well, is a thing of the 
greateſt advantage and importance to a 
Student ; 1 ſhall give you an account 
of the Merbod which I have uſed, and 
tound very ſucceſsful in the Conduct 
of mine own Studies : Yet I would 
not have you to obſerve it fo exactly, 
as to neglet the more ſealonable Ad- 
vice of others. 

Now I have always thought, that "tis 
the Duty and Intereſt of every Chriſti- 
an to be well skill'd in the divine Arith- 
metick of numbring his Days: For 
Time is a precious Jewel, for which 
we muſt all be accountable ; and there- 
fore he who loſes a Day is dangerouſly 
prodigal ; but thoſe that dare mi{-ſpend 
it, little lefs than deſperate. For the 
prevention then of thoſe Evils and Mif- 
chicts reſulting from the fruitleſs ex-+ 
pence of 7ime, I ſhall propound to you 
this following Method. And, 

Firſt, Riſe carly in the Morning, if 
your Health permit ; tor Aurora muſs 
amica, 
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amica, and the ſooner the more early the 
Bleſſing, Let your frff Thoughts be 
always with Ged ; return him moſt 
humble and hearty Thanks for your Re- 
freſhment and Protection from the dan- 
gers of the Night. Preſent the fr 
Fraits of your Reaſon and other Facul- 
ties to your Maker ; think on him whilſt 
you are dreſſing, and humbly beg that 
you may be clothed upon with the 
Robes of your Saviours Righteouſneſs, 
and the moſt precious Ornaments of his 
Grace and Spirit. 

Then return to your Cloſer, and pray 
earneſtly,fervently, conſtantly,devourly 
and affetionately unto God, for your 
Preſervation that day, and for ever, 
from Temptation, Sin and Danger ; and 
that he would ſanttifie your Perſon, 
and bleſs and proſper you in your S/u- 
dies. "Twas Lathers obſervation of 
bimſclt,that Sene oraſſe eft bene kudaifſe I 
and it your Heart be carly ſeaſon'd with 
Gods Preſence, "twill reliſh ot him all 
the day atter. And when you have 
thus happily performed your Morning 
Devotions, then, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, Sit down a little and con- 
ſider (eſpecially it you have occaſion 
to go abroad or entertain Company that 
day at your Chamber, ) what Tempta- 
tions or Sins you are in danger to run 
upon; refolve againſt them, and fee 
that your Purpoles be fixt and ſteady : 
So that it any of thoſe Temptations 
ſhould aiterwards aſſault you, call to 
mind what you have reſolved on in 
your Cloſet, and then endeavour to arm 
your fclt againſt them with the Argu- 
ments of your Religion ; as the conſis 
derations of Death, Judgment, Heaven 
and Hel. Bur it you expett nothing 
extraordinary that day, (intending to 
continue in the courie of, your Studzes,) 
then a ſerious Recommendation of your 
Perſon and Aﬀairs to God, ina general 
Petition, will be acceptable and ſuffi» 
cient. 

Thirdly, Begin your Studies with 
reading a Chapter or more of the New 
Teſt ament, every morning, till you have 
read it all over; and then begin again ; 
always obſerving the. ſame Method. 
Meditate of, and conſider well what 


you 
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you read, that you may thence collet 
ſome uſctul Notes and Obſervations, for 
the Confirmation of your Faith, and 
Condudt of your Manners in the ways of 
Religion. And having read ſome Por- 
tion of the Holy Scripture ſeriouſly 
and deliberately, (tor the better under- 
ſtanding of it, you may conſult 
Dr. Hammond: Paraphraſe, or Grotius; ) 
this, with your Prayers, will prepare 
you for yo ur other Studies. Wherein, 
Fourthly, Your 7ator will be care- 
ful ro give you the moſt proper and ſea- 
ſonable Advice. Your Univerfity Lear- 
= will be chiefly (as I ſuppoſe) Zo- 
gicks and Philoſophy : "Now it you l bur 
take pains to be an accurate Logician, 
and thorow-paced Philoſopher, ( which 
will not require very much time, if 
you be always carctul to attend the 
LeQtures and Diſputations intheSchools ) 
you'l readily underſtand any Author; 
and the whole courſe of all your future 
Studies, will not only thereby become 
beneficial, but hates and delighttul, 
Yet herein 1 deſire to cantion you, 
not to ſpend too much 7:me in Pres 
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uſeleſs Notions and Speculations, being 
a Fault which I have obſerved in the 
Methods of reading Philoſophy in Fo- 
reign ©niverfities; for no Study is 
worth a Mans while that's not accom- 
panied with Profit, and ſuch unanſwe- 
rable Reaſons and Arguments as arc in 
a great meaſure able to filence all fu- 
rure Debates, ſeeing the capacity of the 
Ignorarit lyes as much below ſuch Phi- 
loſophical Curiofities, as the more know- 
ing and judicious are above them; fo 
that there remains to all in things du- 
bious and only probable, a Power to 
admit, or rejeQt what Opinions they 
pleaſe. Therefore would recommend 
Mathematicks next to Logicts, as the 
moſt uſetul part of Philoſophy ; tor this 
Science propoſes nothing but what's 
apparent by moſt undeniable Demon- 
ftrations ; which Knowledge is not on- 
ly the chict we can acquire upon Earth, 

but will alſo accompany us to Heaven. 
Fifthly, When you have leiſure, read 
over your Claſick Authors, and remark 
with your Pen what you find mbſt ob» 
ſervable in them ; for as you'll hereby 
under» 
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underſtand the Catoms and Manners of 
the moſt antient and celebrated Hea- 
thens ; forthis fort of Learning will qua» 
life you to write and ſpeak Latin well : 
Si And when you have obtained this Fa- 
| calty, you cannot be a ſtranger in any 

place where you come ; nor can any 
thing be a greater Ornament to a Gen- 
tleman and a Sciolar, 

Sixthly, And ſeeing your Quality and 
Eſtate will exempt you from all other 
Profeſſions but that of a States-mar, 
the Knowledge of all forts oft Hiſtory 
will be very uſctul and neceſlary ; bur 
eſpecially French Authors, bang of all 
others rhe moſt accurate in Negotia- 
tions and Memoirs, recorded by pubs« 
lick Minifters, and publiſhe by their Se- 
eretaries alter their Deaths: For 'tis 
obſerv'd by a Perſon of great Judgment 
| and Policy, that none make more faith- 

tul Reporrs of things done 1n all Nations 
than Ambaſſadours; having the beſt and 
molt authenrtick Jatelligence trom their 
Princes Pen/tontrs, who are obliged to 
acquaint them with all rhey can dif- 
cover, 
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Seventhly, Conſult likewiſe all the 
leveral Speeches, Declarations, Tryats 
and 7 rau/ait ions, occahon'd by the late 
unhappy Wars in England, wherein 
you | find more natural and uſetu}] Know- 
ledge. than is ordinarily to be met with 
in all the mouldy Records of antient 
Statifts and Polititians. 

Eighthly, There will be no need to 
adviſe you what Authors you ſhall read 
in Divizity ; for I know lufficient care 
15 taken for that already ; yet in my O- 
pinion, next to the Floly Scriptures and 
our Churches Catechiſm, Dr. Hammonds 
Prattical Catechiſm, and thoſe Books by 
the Author of the Whole Duty of Man, 
are the beſt. And indeed all our mo- 
dern Writers of the Church of England 
for the laſt fifry or fixty years, ( who 
have imploy'd their Parts, Faculties and 
Time, 1n treating fe omnt exte, and out- 
done the greateſt part of the World,) it 
accurately read and well digeſted, will 
tarniſh you with variety of Marrer, all 
forts of Methods, and a delicare Sryle. 
But then you ſhould take Arvice in the 
choice of ſuch Boots, as arc g_ 
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and moſt axthentick upon every Sub- 
jet, that the whole Time of your Sts- 
dy may be profitably imployed ; for a 
few Books well read and throughly di- 
geſted, will more improve your Reaſon 
and Judgment, than hundreds ſuperfici- 
ally turned over, as many young S'u- 
dents do. 

Yet there's abundance of Pleaſure in 
variety of Books ; for when your Facul- 
ties grow dull and weary of one, you 
may paſs to another, as your own Ge- 
nin and Jaclination ſhall direft ; where- 
by the whole Time and Buſineſs of your 
Study will become a delight and bene- 
fit, rather than a burthen to you : Nor 
can any Recreation be fo pleaſant, ( this 
I find by experience,) nor any Labour 
ſo profitable to a Scholar as Study. And, 

Laſtly, You'l find it of ſingular uſc 
and advantage for the improvement of 
your Parts, toimploy and exerciſe your 
Fen upon every Occafron. Write often 
to your Relations and Friends ; for the 
neglet&t of that is a general fault in young 
Students, Have always a Commoen-P lace 
Book by you, (your 7ator will direct 


you 
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you to the moſt uſetul Zfeadr, rnd 
note therein the moſt remariivle, 
quaint,and ingenuous Paſſages you mecr 
with in any Aathor, which you may 
atrerwards have recouric to ummediate- 
ly upon every occaſion : Obtlerve like- 
wiſe, and note in writing, all the Re- 
markable Occurrences in your Iravel ; 
particularly the Sitzation of Places, the 
Cuſtoms and Manners of the People, their 
Religion, Government, Folicies, 7raf- 
fique, Gre, This will be of great cale to 
your Memory, and of ſingular uſe and 
advantage in the whole Progreſs of vour 
Lite ; beſides, you'l find chat your Parrs, 
Style and Methed, will be the beſt im- 
proved by much Writing : All Learn- 
ed Men can witnels this trom their own 
Experience, and is very remarkable in 
all our Engliſh Worthbics; infomuch 
that I dare be confident, it you't apply 
your felt to rhis merhod, your Reaſon 
and Judgment will by degrees attain to 
ſuch a Habit, as will not dare to preſent 
you with any thing but what's very 
curious and excellent. 

Yet 1 would not hereby engage you 
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to be ſo carneſt in the purſuit of your 
Studies, as to prejudice your own Con- 
({1rut ion; tor there's aTime tor all chings, 
and too much reading may prevent the 
Acceſs of a newer, nearer, and quicker 
Invention of your own : Beſides, it your 
Body be ſtrong,as you'l rather complain 
of the ſhortneis ot the Day,than be wea- 
ried with Study; fo, it it be weak and 
iceble, the Decays of Nature may be re- 
paired, being alſo allowed to the ftrong- 
lt Conſtitutions,) cither, Firſt, By a 
ſutable Converſation ; or, Secondly, By 
moderate and innocent Recreations. 

For the firſt of theſe, namely a ſutable 
Converſation: When you are wearied and 
indiſpoſed with your Studies, a door of 
Conference is open, and the Converſation 
ot learned, wiſe, and good Men, is a 
greater Refiner of the Spirir than Boots, 
Yet let not this tempt you irom your 
Studies in the Forenoon, which 15 the 
moſt proper Time to be reſerved,and at 
your Book ; however, whilſt you conti- 
nue in the 7niverfity : And herein let 
me adviſe you to lay down ſuch Rales 


to your felt, in obſerving thoſe ſtated 
Fours, 
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Flours, as no Man ſhall be able to per» 
ſuade you to recede from them ; for that 
when your Reſolutions are once known, 
as no Perſon of Ingenuity will cifturb 
you, ſo you'l find this Merbod of keep» 
ing this beſt part of the Day to your 
ſelt,) will become not only practicabie, 
but very commendable, and of ſingular 
benefit to you in more inſtances than I 
can readily mention. 

But when Dinzer is over, ( fo ſoon as 
you can with convenience and civility to 
the Company, ) retire to your Cloſer, 
and pray (as in the Morning,) always 
concluding your Devotions in the Name 
ot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and with the 
Lords Prayer : Again, read (ome pOr - 
tion of the Holy Scripture in the Old Te- 
ftament, and the P/alms tor the Day, und 
(as before) with attentive Obſervation. 

{ And be as carctul in performing your 
E vening Devotions, with Thankſzivings 
for the Bleſſings ot the Day, and carneſt 
Prayer for your Safety and Protetion, 
thar night and for ever). _ _ 

As Common Prayer 
I do not doubt but you ,">..i-. be. 
have good * Het /p5-and vetrons, &c 
particular Devotions by C3 you 
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you-tor Morning and Evening, which 
you may uſe with your own, as God 
ſhall be plcas'd ro enable you ; But 
be ture that you never he down to reſt, 
tll you have made your Evening Obla- 
tion; that whether you ſleep or wake, 
you may be always fate under the ſhel- 
ter and protection of a gracious Provi- 
dence. 
Burt to return, having performed your 
Jevotions alter Dinner, then you may 
either go to, or ſend tor ſuch Companions 
as you think fit, and ſce that they be al- 
ways choice and few ; tor as the vitious 
and unlearned are not worthy of your 
Company and Acquaint ance, 10 ro00 many 
of the more learned, wiſer, and better 
fort, will but increaſe the expence both 
of your Time and Money; belides, the 
Examples of others do uſually prevail 
more, and have a greater Influence than 
their Precepts and Counſels; and by the 
opportunities of Converſe, either good 
or bad, we commonly imbibe all the 
Tin@tures of Vice or Fertze ; infomuch 
that *ris almoſt impoſſible tor the moſt 


prudent Man to hold out long __ 
the 
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the forcible Batteries of Cuſtom and 
Opportunity. Bur, 

There are no certain Rules to be pre- 
ſcribed tor Converſe ; ſecing all Diſcour- 
les of that Aind are Occaftonal, and de- 
pend much upon the Circumſtances of 
T ime, Place, Ferſous, &c. yet a Gentle» 
man has uſually the treedom to be as 
inquiſitive as he pleaſes; and what would 
be cenſured in others as humorous Mo- 
roſeneſs, or pragmatical Saweimeſs, will 
be interpreted in you, as an ingenuous 
deſire and thirſt after Knowledge : 
Therefore "tis a fingular and extraor- 
dinary Priviledge you have in this Kind 
above Perſons ot a lower Rank, which 
(being improved to the beſt Advanta» 
ges,) may very much conduce to your 
Incereſt and Satisfaftion ; tor he's a ve- 
ry weak Companion trom whom you 
may not receive ſome benefit, and re- 
rurn wiſer, But then it you cor: eſpond 
with LearnedMen and Communicative, 
they'l freely impart to you thoſe Secrers 
(in a little time, ) which have coſt them, 
and would have pur you to the expence 
of much Pains and Travel; and it the 

C 4 Company 
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Company be below you In Parts and 
Learning in being free, open, and dif- 
curſive of what you know, | and the olr- 
ner you repcat them | they't be more ri- 
vered and confirmed to you,and impreſs 
them upon your Mind and Memory, in 
more durablc and indeleble Characters. 
Yer give me icave to caxtion you in 
two things : And Firſt, Sce that you 
be inn xently free and cheartul in your 
Converſation : Let boc ave be your con- 
ſtint Morro; for it a Manbefullen, mo- 
role, mopiſh, and unſaſonably poring 
upon lis Book or Buſineſs, he lotes the 
Fruns and Benefits of Converſe, nor will 
ni$ Company be looked _- by others 
to be either profitable or diverfroe. And 
Secondly, Avoid the other Extreme of 
falling A much, as troubleſome and ab- 
furd ; for every Man that can be a fit 
C 'ompanion for you, will expe to have 
a ſhare in the Diſcourſe, -It muſt needs 
then be a great Vanity in many Gentle- 
men, who having ſome little ſmatte- 
rings of Learning, (for empty Velſlels 
have the loudeſt Sound, ) do make all 
Places cecho with their Latin, talian, 
French, 
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French te, and Citations out of the 
moſt celebrated Authors ; for the more 
that any Man fcems to borrow trom 
Rooks, he do's thereby prociaim the 
meanneſs of tis own natural Parts, 
which only and properly can be call'd 
his OWTN. 

Be reſerved in paſſing your Judg- 
ment, cfpecially in what may concern 
the Repurations or Intereſts of other 
Men ; your Buſineſs will be rather to 
enquire ( as belore, | and that too with 
all poſſible Candor and Modeſty, into 
the Policics and Forms of Government, 
all ſorts of Learning, Tc. And theretore 
to this End endeavour to be acquainted, 
and converſe with Men ot the greateſt 
Parts Sobriety and Experience ; from 
whom you alu ays receive Benefit, and 
note ſomething worthy your Obſcrva- 
tion, I would not adviſe you to avoid 
wholly the Converſation of your Coun- 
try-men, Yet correſpond as little with 
them as poſſible ; tor you would find 
it very unprofitable upon ſeveral ac- 
counts, which I] leave ro your own 
Conlideration. 

Thus 
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Thus every thing is beautiful in its 
Seafon: And we have ſeen hitherto how 
the chief part of your Time ſhould be 
imployed at your Book, Lefures, and 
Exerciſes inthe Schools, and Converſa- 
tion with others, whilſt you continue 
in the 7aiverſity, or when ſetled in any 
other Place: (For upon 7ravel,) the 
Methods muſt be altered and order'd ac- 
cording to the Laws and DiQtates of 
Prudence and Diſcretion. And tho 
neither Birth, nor (Quality, nor Eſtate, 
can give any Man a Priviledge or Pa- 
rent ro be idle: Yet, 

Secondly, There muſt be ſome con- 
venient Time ſet apart ( which ſhould 
always be in the Afrernoen,) tor feafo- 
nable and innocent Refreſhments ; the 
Diverſion and Reparation of your wea- 
ry Thoughts, as well as the Eaſe and Sup- 
port of your Bedy, But herein I mult 
cantion you, that your Recreations be 


moderate, endeavouring always to con- 


fine your ſelf to theſe following Rules 
and Meaſures. 

Therefore your bodily Pleaſures 
ſhould not be expen/rve of too much 


T ime, 
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Time, nor Money; both which may be 
very well imploycd to better Purpoles ; 
nor erutl, nor bloody, nor nful ; as 
when Paſtimes and Sports are mixed 
with Anuzer, Paſton, Violence, Fury, Cur« 
fing Swearing, (Quuarrelling, C 0 vetouſneſs, 
and the like : For we ſhould uſe our Di- 
verſhon and Merriments, as we do Saw- 
ces to our Meats, to delight and refreſb 
Us, that we may hereby become more 
active and vigorous when we return 
ro our neceſſary Ba/tneſs and Studies ; 
which cannot by any means ſerve thoſe 
pood and neceſſary Ends, unlefs they 
be always conducted with Reaſon and 
Sobricty. 

Hitherto of thoſe Arguments and Mo- 
trves, Rules and Methods, which I hope 
may be of ſome uſe, not only to allure 
and invite, (tho moſt agreeable to your 
own temper, and therefore more at- 
traftive, ) but direct you too in the ſuc+ 
ceſsful Management of your Stadies, 
We paſs on now to the Second Head, 
which will more immediately reſpect 
your Manners and Deportment, as they 
diſpoſe to Religion, 

The End of the Firſt Part. 
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Of Manner and Deportment. 


6 as E tender Care of your Worthy 
Parents in your vertuous and re- 


ligious,as well as learned Education, and 
your 
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your own watural Genius and Temper 
might ſpare me the trouble of writing a 
large Efay of Morality and Civil De- 
portment : Yet becauſe Wickedneſs and 
Vice is always more infinuative than 
Vertue and Goodneſs, which by ſeveral 
repeated Ads grows (gradually) to a 
cuſtom, and becomes habitual ; and be- 
cauſe Perſons in your Station are uſually 
expoſed ro more and greater Temptations 
than thoſe who move in a lower Orbe : 
Therefore without any turther Apology, 
you'l be pleas'd ro indulge me the 1i- 
berty and treedom to become your Re- 
membrancer, or rather Monitor 1n atew 
Things. And, 

Firſt, It will be a great Argument of 
Parts and Diſcretion, to be modeſt and 
relerved in ſpeat ing of your Self, Family, 
and Affairs, leſt by a fancitul and over- 
weaning Conceit of your own Quality 
and Merits, you delervedly incur the 
the Cenſfure of Progmaticalneſs and 
Oftentation ; from which Precipice many 
have dangerouſly fallen : For we know 
that Pride was the Sin of the fallen An- 
gels and Foundreſs of Hell, the ruine 


ot 
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of Mankind from the beginning of the 
Creation, and ever fince hatetul in it 
ſelt, and abominable to God and all good 
Men: Bur beſides the Evil, ſuch is the 
Folly and Vanity of this Fice, that tho 
the humorous and felt-conceited Man 
has ſeldom any thing to boaſt of, yer 
he's uſually ſo tranſported with an Opi- 
nion and tow'ring Ambition of what he 
has, as to neglect a Supply of what is 
wanting; and being always attended 
with /nſolence and Contempt of others, 
do's efleQtually blait and diſparage all 
other Verrues : For every Man is more 
inquiſitive atter theB/emiſbes than Beau- 
ties of a proud Perſon ; whereas the 
humble and modeſt Man may paſs filent- 
ly and uncenſured, with more real Faults 
and Indiſcretions. 

Theretore have always a lowly and 
modeſt Opinion of your own Perſon, 
Quality, Acquiſitions, Merits and Endow- 
ments, both of Bedy and Mind; and be 
content that others ſhould have fo too: 
For why ſhould any Man admire thoſe 
little Pittances of Learning, Know- 
ledge, &c. ſecing they are not properly 
our, 
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our own, but are cither begg'd or bor 
row'd from others, or have been pur- 
chaſed and acquired by Gear-bought Ex- 
perience ? Beldes. if we ſeriouſly re» 
flect upon and confider ail the Deficien- 
ces, Follies and Indifcretions of our beſt 
Pertormances, the Iynorance and Errors 
of our Judgments, the Pervericne(s and 
Obſtinacy of our Wills, the many Sins 
and Infirmitics we are daily guilty of, 
and that every thing we have may be 
taken away or blaſted in a moment : 
Such Conſiderations as theſe, would 
humble the proudeſt Max alive, and fub- 
due all the vain and infolent Conceits of 
our haughty and ambirious Spirits ; for 
ſuch proud and ſupercilious Humours 
are more ſutable to the Court of Spain, 
where Men ſeem wiſer than they are, 
than this of Erzgland, where our Pa- 
triots are uſually wiſer than at firſt ſight 
they ſeem to be. Therefore as you arc 
obliged to ſubdue and abandon all a- 
ſpiriog and lofry Conceirs of what you 
are, or what you have, fo the Prattice 
of Modeſty and Humility will recom- 
mend you to the Acceptance, and pro- 
cure 
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trom all you converſe with. 

Secondly, Be pradently reſerved in 
cenſuring or ridiculing the Faults and 
Indiſcretions of other Men : For, a pru- 
dent Carriage 15 highly eſteemed by 
all, bur ſtrangers eſpecially. Beſides, 
Prudence and Diſcretion will teach and 
direct you how to ſubjugate all the P 
petites, Paſſions, Afﬀe&ions and Incli- 
nations both of Soul and Body, to the 
Empire of Reaſon and found Judgment ; 
ſo that when you have reduced all your 
lower Faculties to this Order and Har- 
mony, your 7nderſtanding will dire& 
aright, and your WJ and Aﬀett ions be- 
come conformable to the Laws and 
Rules of right Reaſon and Religion. 
Then, you'l manage all your Afairs pru- 
dently, with the greateſt Calmneſs and 
Tranquillity, and be always in the pur- 
ſuit of generous Ends, and the mn ef- 
tetual Means and Methods of obtaining 
them. And thus, 

Thirdly, By ating according to theſe 
Rules of Prudence and Diſcretion, you'l 
come by degrees to an excellent Tem- 
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per and Habit of Sebriety and Mode- 
ration : For you hereby prevail with 
your felt, not to indulge your Appetite, 
ro the diſturbance and diſquiet of your 
rational Powers : Nor will any Man of 
Prudence and Sobriety endeavour to 
pleaſe and gratific his Palate with deli- 
cate Meats and Drinks, nor his Touch 
with Softneſs and Efeminacy, nor his 
Eye with fair and gaudy Sbow 5, nor his 
Smell with coſtly Perfumes : For an im- 
moderate Complyance with all or any of 
theſe, would not only force your Reaſon 
to quit her Domimon and Authority, 
and thereby hurry you into all manner 
of ſin and wickedneſs, but continually 
diſtrat your Thoughts, with a fruitleſs 
variety of Expetations and Diſappoint- 
ments. The ready way then to be at 
peace with God, and Man, and your 
own Conſcience, will be tro govern your 
ſelf according ro the ſober Diftates of 
Prudence and Moderation, as Gods Flo- 
ly Word and the Dittates of right Reaſon 
ſhall dire& you. 

Now, theſe YVertwes and their oppo- 
fite Vices having the moſt confiderable 
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Aſpe&t upon Gentlemen, as the greateſt 
Examples either of Good or Evil; I ſhall 
theretore be more particular in the hand- 
ling of this Point of Sebriety : And for 
the prevention ot a Shipwrack of your 
Intereſt and Honour, ( many thouſands 
having ſplit their Yeſels upon this 
Rock, ) give me leave to adviſe you in 

the 
Firſt place, To be very ſober and tem- 
perate 10 Eating. Have recourle always 
rothe toregoing Rules of Prudence, and 
they'l reach you to conſult the Health & 
Preſervation of the Body, that fo it may 
be the ficter Manſion tor your Soul : For 
'ris always obſervable, that ungovern'd 
Luſts are the inſeparable Companions of 
_—_ Eating, and all other Sins 
are indulg'd and encourag'd by this Kind 
of Exceſs ; whereas on the contrary, 
thoſe that live remperately and accor- 
ding to Rule, are ſeldom tempted, or 
troubled, as the intemperate are, with 
ſickly and i111 Humours, or deprived of 
the comforts and benefits of Health by 
raging and violent Diſtempers : For as 
a good Conſcience is the beſt Divinity, 
D 2 lo 
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lo Temperance is the beſt Phyſick, and 
a good Expedient thro' Gods Bleſling, 
to prelerve mentem ſanam in Corpore ſans, 
And theretore it thro' inadvertency you 
ſhould tranſgreſs at any one Meal, let 
no Temptation allure you to a ſecond 
Repaſt, till by a fierce Hunger and Faſt- 
ng, you find your felt diſcharg'd of the 
tormer Exceſs: By which means, your 
Underſtanding will be always clear, and 
your Conſtitution firm and unſhaken; 
eſpecially if you take caro, 

Secondly, To uſe the like moderation 
in Drinking, Tor your Health and Re- 
treſhment, both as to the Quality and 
(Quantity of Liquors, Your Prudence 
will obſerve, that this is one of the reign- 
ing and cpidemical Sins of the Nation, 
and an /»lrr to moſt other Sins, which 
many thoulands ( and thoſe generally 
none of the meaneſt Rank, ) make their 
chict Trade and Buſineſs ; and 1s of lare 
Years become ſo modiſh and faſhiona- 
ble in all Faterrainments, that the many 
will ſcarce think themſelves welcome, 
unleſs the Liquor and Freedom be al- 
lowed them to make Beaſts of them- 
ſelves : 
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ſelves: One would think that their 
Quality and Education ſhould reach 
em berrer Manners. But alas ! they"! 
go further yet, and the moſt | which is 
yet a higher Aggravation of their Sin 
and Villany, ) become the Devils Factors 
tor Damnation ; and uſe rife moſt baſe 
and ſordid Methods, not only to debauch 
themſelves, but knock down others. 
Bur for the prevention of all .Zxce/s in 
this Kind, be pleaſed ro conſider, 
That intemperate Drinking is the in- 
centive to, and tewel of all filthy Lufts : 
For Chambering and Wantonneſs is the 
uſual Efic& of Rioting and Drukenneſs, 
as the moſt Debaxchees find and teel by 
wotul experience. This puts Men up- 
on deſperate Projetts, and engages **m 
in all torts of Wickedneſs and Villany ; 
inſfomuch, that the very moſt in their 
drunken Firs, will blaſpheme, ſwear, 
curſe, lie, backbite and rail againſt their 
innocent Neivhbours, and do often kill 
and deſtroy one another : For ſome of 
emare cut oft by ſudden Accidents, 0+ 
thers in Duels, occaſion'd thro” Drink. 
ing; and not a few of thole gaz/ing Fee 
D 3} (tors 
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tors have ſumm'd up their Days at the 
end of a Watchmans Bill In a word, 
intemprrate Drinking lays a fure Foun» 
dation tur all forts of hngring Difeaſes, 
makes the moſt not only Beaſts, bur 
Mad-men, and either brings them ( as 
I have noted ro ybu, ) to a ſwilt, untime- 
ly, and cruel Death, or a deteſtable and 
intamous Old Age, ( which not one in 
a thouſand ever attains to, ) and thoſe 
that do, are oftenſive to all honeſt and 
verruous Company, and to God the 
moſt of all : And beſides rheſe rempo- 
ral Puniſhments, fee their eternal Doom 
is detain'd already, it they live and 
dic in this Sin unrepented of, and unre- 
form'd. Iſa. 5.11, 12. Lute 21. 34. Gat. 
5. 21, Whereunto might be added many 
other parallel Paſſages to the ſame pur- 
le. 


Theſe Conſiderations well _ 


might perſuade any Man to be maſter of 


his Appetite, and keep hilnſelf within 
the due bounds of Temperance and Mo- 
deration ; which would not only be an 
extraordinary Bleſſing to private Perions 


and Families, but conduce very much 
to 
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to the Intereſt of the Publick : For 1 
am confident, there's more Money ſpens 
in one year in exceſſive Drinking, than 
would very well provide tor and main» 
tain all the truly poog and indigent 
People in England. 

heretore as you tender the Weltare 
of your Perſon and Family, and Intereſt 
of your Soul and Body, in this and a fu- 
ture Life, avoid and abandon the Con- 
verſation and Company of all diſlolute, 
debauched and intemperate Perſons : 
Let not their Allurements,nor Scoffings, 
nor Railings, perſuade you to a compli» 
ance with them in their inbumane and 
bealtly /mrmoralities, 10 24 $0 run with 
them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, 1 Pet. 
4- 4. For, they are the Devils Iaſtru- 
ments, whom he commonly umploys, 
to precipitate inconſiderate Youth trom 
the Throne of Vertue : Belides, "ris a 
moſt infectious and bewurching Yice, 
infomuch, that if a Man ſhould once fall 
in love with, and contratt a Habit of 
Drunkenneſs, twill be very difficult to 
ſhake it off ; for the longer it poſleſſeth 
him, the more he will delight 1n it ; and 
D 4 the 
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the older he grows, the more beaſtly 
and fottiſh : Upon which account mas» 
ny have complain'd at the laſt Hour, 
that this ſingle Sin has been the cauſe 
of all their other Wickedneſles, which 
they muſt eternally ſmart tor. 

I know the beit of Men may fome- 
times exceed the Boundaries of Sobriety 
and Temperance in Drinting: Now 
(Sir, ) it ever it ſhould be your Unhap- 
pineſs to be overtaken with this Faulr, 
whoſe Conſequences are ſo milchievous, 
( which I beſcech you beware of ; ) do 
not remove from the place where you 
received it, except in ſuch a place or 
company where the Danger may en- 
creaſe by your continuance therein ; 
for hereby ſome part of the Inconveni- 
ence may be avoided, and more of the 
Shame and Scandal, always attending 
this giddy Spiritz which working in 
the Pate, will make one act all the Hu- 
mours habitual in a Mad-man. When 
you have obtain'd a Habit of 7empe- 
rance, in the moderate uſe of Meats and 
Drinks, which are the proper Etiedts 
and Fruits of Pradence, theilc Vertucs 
will diſpoſe you : Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, For the well-governing of 
the other Luſts and Apperites of the 
Fleſh, in your Abſtinence from bedily 
Pleaſures. Now ( Sir) you are under 
the moſt fortible Obligations by the 
Laws of Nature and Chriſtianity, to a» 
void and abſtain trom all carzal Polu- 
tions, and every kind and degree of Ef« 
ſeminacy : For unleſs you keep under 
your Appetite (as Prudence directs,) 
twill preſently fet on fire the whole 
Courſe of Nature, and plunge both Soul 
and Body into moſt deſperate, damna- 
ble, and irreparable Miichiets. 

For this kind of fintul Exceſs and Ex+ 
travagance, ieldom or never fails to 
draw Men away trom God and his Wor- 
ſhip ; which is obſervable in that deplo« 
rable Inſtance of young King Solomon, 
1 Kings 11.1%. Who tells us from his 
own lad Experience, ( which might be 
a ſuſficient Caurionto all young Men, ) 
that when they are once plung'd into 
thoſe Pits of Filthineſs, "tis very difficule 
to retreat, See Prov. 7. 22, 22. and 
Prov. 23.27. implying in both Paſlages, 
the great Perils and Dangers intempe- 
rate 
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rate Perions run upon, who will pro- 
ſiitute their Wit, Learning, Honour, E- 
ſtates, and endanger their Souls, Bodies, 
and All, rather than not gratifie their 
brutifh and unſatiable Luſts. This is 
not only the caſe of this great Man be- 
lore us; for we have ſeen many fad and 
miſerable SpeCtacles even in our own 
Age of the decayed Bodies, ſhatter'd E- 
ſlates, and ruin'd Families, of many 
( otherwiſe hopetul | Young Gentlemen. 
And tho perhaps here and there one 
may cicape the wotul Effects of this 
Lewdnels and Debauchery, tor the pre- 
fene,) yet without repentance and a- 
mendment of Lite, Gods Judgments and 
Vengeance will certainly overtake them 
1m another World : For Whoremongers 
and Adalterers God will judge; and 
whoſoever dics under the reigning Pow- 
er and Prevalence of this Sin, (ball ne» 
ver enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Theretore for God's fake and your 
own, and as you tender the Wea! of your 
Family, hold no Parley with your Ap- 
perite in this Caſe ; for it you do com- 
ply in the leaſt, you arc in great danger 
ot 
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of being over-come. Set a ſtrict Guard 
then upon all your Senſes, watch all the 
Ports and Avenues of your Soul againſt 
the incurſion of carnal Temptations,and 
haveGod always in your thoughts : This 
was young Foſephs ſecurity againſt the 
luſttul Temptations of his wanton and 
importunate Miſtriſs ; fo that by this 
means, if any evil Motions ſhould cr 

in unawares, you't not ſuffer them to 
fix there ; but cither caſt them out, or 
kill them. 

Uſe ſtrit Temperance (as we have 
perſuaded before, with Faſting and 
Labour; all which are powertul Zxpe- 
dients to (ubjugate the F/z/b, and the 
Leſt Inſtruments to further you in the 
great work and neceſſary buſineſs of 
Mortification and Self-denial. And here- 
unto add your moſt earneſt Prayers un- 
to God for the aſſiſtance of his Grace, 
that you may obtain a comfortable Vi- 
Rory over your Apperites and Paſhons ; 
which is a Duty ſo abſolutely neceſlary, 
that unleſs it be conſtantly and regular- 
ly perform'd, all your other Natural 
and Moral ladcavours will prove incffe- 
ctual 
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Qtual and ro no purpoſe. And thus your 
Chriſtian Pradezce and Moderation in 
all theſc ſeveral Inſtances, will further 
qualifie you, 

Fourthly, For the exerciſe and im- 
provement of thoſe other excellent Ver- 
rues of Meetneſs and Patience, which 
you'l find of admirable uſe and advan- 
rage for the quiet and peaceable govern- 
ment of your whole Lite; fo that your 
Converſation will become not only plea- 
ſant, but delightful both to your ſelt and 
others. Now theſe Vertues do eminent- 
ly conſiſt, in bearing and ſuffering meek- 
ly and patiently all che croſs Accidents 
( which you] otten meet with, ) without 
fainting and fretting, and ſuch an even- 
neſs and compolſedneſs of Mind, as is 
only conſonant ro the Mild and Gentle, 
yet magnanimous Temper and Spirit of 
Chriſtianity ; and it all be thus well 
within, no Troubles nor Afflitions can 
vex nor diſcompoſe you from withour, 
Beſides, when by the Atliſtance of God's 
Grace you are torm d into this admira- 
ble Frame and Temper of Mirid and Spi- 
rit, you'l neither be timorous in Das» 


ger, 
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ger, envious in Want, impatient under 
Afﬀitions, angry or reſtleſs at Reproaches 
and Contempr, nor malicious and re» 
vengeful under [juries and Aﬀronts ; 
but bear every croſs Event with equa» 
nimity and a cheartul ſubmiſſion to the 
Will of God, in all Straits and Dithcul- 
ries whatſoever, And this 1s certainly 
the greate&t Victory in the World, (and 
far beyond all the Conqueſts and At- 
chievements we ever read of,) for a 
Gentleman to be maſter of his own 
Paſſions. 

Hence therefore "twill evidently -ap- 
pear, how much thoſe Perſons are to 
blame, who think it a piece of Honour 
in caſe of /zjuries and Afﬀronts, to make 
the Sword Umpire of their own Lile 
and others. And tho many great Fa- 
milies have paid dear for this Zſovour or 
Valour, (as they are pleaſed to- call it,) 
yet I do not find it warranted cither by 
Prudence or Religion, (a5 a worthy Gen- 
tleman obſerves ; ) nor will any Man 
that is either wiſe or pious, either give 
or accept a Challenge : For no Quarrel 
can be {crewed up to that pitch ot Indi 
cretion, 
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cretion, but one or both Parties muſt be 
arraigned as guilty of the moſt ſtupen- 
dious Folly and Madneſs in the World. 
Beſides, formal Duels are but a late In- 
vention of the Devil, and never heard of 
in former Times, as relating to private 
Injuries and Aﬀronts ; and "tis moſt cer- 
tain, that (ending of Chalenges renders 
the Dead a greater Murderer than he 
that kills him, as being the immediate 
Author of his own Death : Nor are theſe 
inhumane and unchriſtian Prattices fo 
genteilly created by our Engliſh Laws, 
that any Man ſhould be encouraged in 
this deſperate Arrempt : For if the Mur- 
derers Legs, or his Friends procure not 
his Pardon or Reprieve, (tho he ſhould 
not die in the Encounter, yet) he runs 
_— upon his own Death, and 
re ſhall be confilcared roo, to the 
al derriment and undoing of his 
Family. Beſides. the Sring of Conſcience, 
if he has any Conſcience at all,) and a 
readtul Fear like that of Cains, atten» 
ding Blood, will render the whole re- 
mainder of his Life tedious and miſera- 
ble to ſuch unfortunate Men ; who will 


ever 
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ever after ſmell too ſtrong of Blood, eo 
be admitted into any intimate Friend- 
ſhip or Relation. 

Theretore in this Caſe particularly, 
Meekneſs and Patience are not only a 
Chriſtian Vertue, but the trucſt Cou- 
rage and ſureſt Detenſative againſt afl 
Injuries and Aﬀronts : And as the pra» 
ice of theſe Yerrues may probably qua» 
lifie the Heats and Paſtons of any quar- 
relſom and diflolute Company you ſhall 
happen to engage in, (tho take all po 
ſible care to avoid ſuch Furties, ) fo this 
excellent Frame and Temper of Mind 
and Spirit, will diſpoſe you tor a brighter 
Crown when theſe Szorms arc blown 
over. Again, The exerciſe and im- 
provement of this Chriſtian P radexce 
and Mederation, Mectneſs and Patience, 
will turther diret and enable you, 

Fifthly, To be moderate im uſing, 
and a good Husband ih the mana 
of that Patrimony and Eftare, which 
Gods Providence and the Diſcretion of 
your Parents have allowed you. Now 
*tis obſervable, that Riches and Honours 
do expoſe Men to the greateſt Fempra- 


ions ; 
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tions ; ( and tho your preſent Circum- 
ſtances do not require much Enlarge- 
ment upon this Head, )yet give me leave 
to remark to you, That tis a great fault 
and weaknels in many 7Toung Gentlemen, 
who cannot (ce the Pomps and Yanuitics 
of the World, but they muſt needs fall 
in love with them. Theſe ſeeming 
Beauties may and will rempe you (it 
pollivle, to Lewdneſs and Laxury ; but 
tis your own fault it you be infnared 
and led captive by them : Nor ſhall you 
ever find any thing in thoſe vain Foole- 
ries, Which will be able to fatisfie or 
pleaſe your rational Deſires and Expe- 
Qations. 

Yet I ſhall readily grant you, that he 
whom God has bleſſed with a plentiful 
Eſtate, has many great Opportunities to 
do good both to himſelt and others ; 
( for your direction herein, fee the Gen- 
tleman's Calling): Nor can any Man of 
Reaſon and Picty (tho he be rich and 
honourable, ) come under the Tempra- 
tions of being either Idle or Extravagant : 
For righuwous Noab did in reality fee 
two Worlds \bctorc and atter the De- 
luge,) 


T = z= 


- 
: 
l 
: 


| 


Of Manners and Deportment. 49 


luge.) and yet was not polluted with 
the Vices or Vanitics of either ; vertu- 
ous Lot was holy and chaſt inthe midſt 
of Sedom ; and Moſes in Pharaoh's Houſe 
kept cloſe to the God of 1ſrae!; fo did 
Eliſha in the Syrian Court, and Daniel 
and others among the Ferfans, GOc. 
Your Danger or Satety then, muſt flow 
from a Principle within you : For tho 
the Devil and the World may and will 
temper, yet they have no power to con» 
ſtrain you: Nor can any thing ever 
make a Man unhappy, but a voluntary 
compliance with rhoſe Temptations, 
and the baſe ſuggeſtions of his own fla» 
vith Appetite. Be prudent and mode- 
rate therefore in diſpoſing of your Mo- 
wey ( both now and always) ; for if you 
ſpend roo high, you'l incur the Cenfure 
of Prodigality or Epicuriſm; and it too 
low,cither of unbecoming Niggardiineſs, 
or ſordid Covetouſneſs: Which (as an 
ingenious Perſon obſerves,) is like a 
Candle ill made, and ſmorhers the ſplen- 
dour of a happy Fortune 1n its own 
Greale, 

E Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Be moderate alſo in your 
Habit and Apparel; let it not be youth» 
tully wanton, but grave and comely, 
like the Mind and Behaviour of the 
Wearer.” But do not by any means ex- 
ceed in the Humour of Bravery : For 
our Clothes ſhould rather humble, than 
puff us up, being always the viſible E- 
frens of our Sin and Slavery ; nor ſhall 
any Man be eſteemed tor this ſort of Ex-+ 
travagance, but by Fools and Wantons. 

Seventhly, I ſhall but add one Conf- 
deration more, and that will be of gene- 
ral uſe and neceſlary importance, in the 
prudent, moderate, _ peaceable 
and chriſtian Conduct of your whole 
life; which will render your Converſa- 
tion pleaſant and profirable ro your 
ſelf, and acceptable to all vertuous and 
good Men. And this will be the dif 
creet and conſcientious Management of 
all your Thoughts, Word: Allions. 
And, 

Firſt, For the government of your 
Thoughts, Now ( Sir, ) it you be care» 
ful and reſerved, ſo as not (willingly ) 
to conceive or foſter an evil 7 bought, 
you'l 
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you'l then be atraid to peat, or ai? a+ 
ny thing contrary to your own Reaſon 
and Conſcience. And to this End rhink 
often ( as betore ) of the quatuor Noviſ- 
fima, Death and Judgment, Heaven and 
Hell ; which thro the aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace, may keep all the fintul Excurfi- 
ons of your Thoughts under ſo much 
reſtraint, as you'l not readily and wil- 
lingly conceive any thing that ſhall be 
either ſinful or irregular. And this will 
be an excellent Diſpoſition. 
Secondly, For the Government of 
the Tougue, which ſhould bealways kept 
under a ſtrict guard : For Solomon ſays, 
That Lite and Death are in the power 
of it. And Exripides truly affirms, That 
every licentious and unbridled Tongue 
ſhall in the end find it ſelf unfortunate: 
For we ſce by daily experience, that all 
(uarrels, Miſchief, Hatred, &c. and 
Deftruttion, ariſeth from unadviſed 
Speech; and in much 7alting there 
are many Errours, from which your 
Enemies will take the moſt dangerous 
Advantage. Beſides, all ſ(currilous, fro- 
thy, protane, idle, uncharitable, filthy, 
E 2 and 
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and wanton Communication, 15 nor on» 
ly fintul and impertinent, but altogether 
unbecoming a Gentleman ; whoſe Ex- 
ample is uſually a Patrern to others, and 
for whoſe fins they muſt be accounta- 
ble (it rhey be Patterns of wickedneſs 
as well as their own. | 
Set a watch then always before the 
doors of your Lips, that no vain Commu- 
wication proceed out of your Mouth ; 
and pray earneſtly unto God, that he 
would fo ſantifie your Speech, that 
Truth, Integrity and Innocence, may 
be the Rule and Standard of all your 
Diſcourſe. And as it will be very happy 
tor you if you obſerve theſe Rules, fo 
twill be as neceſſary to avoid the Con- 
verſation of thoſe whole 7ongucs are 
profane and licentious. Do not by any 
means liſten to, nor give the leaſt En- 
couragement to Whiſperers, T ale-beare 
ers, and inquiſitive Perſons, who buſic 
themſelves with the Afairs of other 
Men, that creep into Houſes as Spies, 
to hear and learn News, which con» 
cerns them not : For I have always 
obſerved them to be baſe and unwor- 
thy ; 
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thy ; few of them thrive and proſper, 
nor thall they ever be reſpected among 2 
worthy and wife Men. Bur, 

Thirdly, Be circumſpect and prudent 
in the Management of all your A7ons, 
Set your felt againſt all Sins in general, 
and every one 1n particular, but eſpeci- 
ally,againſt thoſe whereunto your Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition are the moſt incli- 

ned ; for theſe will require the greateſt 
Diligence and Endeavour to overcome 
and ſubdue them. Do not indulge your 
ſelt in any one Luſt, neither commit 
the leaſt fin with delight and approba- 
tion; becauſe, even thoſe which we 
think are the ſmalleſt, will prove De- 
coy 's and Incentives to grearer; vain 
and fintul 7howg bts proceeding to Words, 
and Words toDeeds : So that 1n this Pro- 
greſs of Wickedneſi, a Man knows not 
where to ſtop, till he has plunged him- 
ſelt into the moſt dangerous and irre- 
parable Miſchiefs. 

And then on the other hand, for your 
P oft 5 at ies ; you ſhould always pro- 
pole 's Glory, the happineſs of your 
felt agd others, as the Exd, and his in- 
E 2 tallible 
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f.llible Word and the Di&ates of ſober 
Reaſon,as the Rule and Standard to go» 
vern all your Affairs by: For withour 
this, your beſt Exdeavoeurs will prove 
cither unprofitable or ſinful, Whereas, 
if you obſerve this Methed, and your 
Intentions be fincere, tho you fail in 
many Inſtances of Duty, and unwilling- 
ly fall into ſome Sins and Errors, yet 
God will be gracious in not unputing 
them, and pais Judgment upon you ac- 
cording to the general Frame and Ten- 
dency of your Lile, it you do not wil- 
fully and wickedly continue 10 any tnows 
Sin, or the neg/ctt of any tnown Duty. 
'Tis obſervable hence, what Obliga- 
tions you lic under, to avoid the moſt 
accuried and tempting Company of 
profane Swearers, gluttonous Perſons, 
Wine-Bibbers, unchaſt Mens and W«o- 
men, &c. I have ſingled out thoſe Y7- 
ces (on purpoſe) which are moſt inci- 
dent to Teath, and given you the moſt 
ſcaſonable Advice 1 can think of, to 
vanquiſh and overcome them. RejeR 
chereſore every Tempration to fin and 
wickedneſs in the firlt Aſſault, and the 
Conqueſt 
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Conqueit will be cafic and certain. La» 
ment and deplore y our paſt Failings, and 
humbly beg the aſhiſtance of God'sGrace 
and Spirit, that you may be more watch» 
ful over your ſelf and ways for the fu- 
ture, Now the beſt and moſt certain 
Means to avoid greater Sins, is to make 
Conſcience of the /ef3 : [ For the /caft Sin 
is damnable in the ſight of God ; and 
when the work ot Regeneration is 
wrought in you, beware of Relapling ; 
conſider the dangers of habitual Sin and 
Apoſtaſic trom Grace, and exert all your 
Endeavours to live in the exerciſe of « 
Conſcience void of offence both rowards 
God and Man: For ſo the whole Time 
of your ſhort aboad in this World, will 
be pleaſant and comtortable, and your 
Death happy. 

There are ſome other little things I 
deſire to note to you before I leave this 
Foint. And, 

Firſt, Beware of Swimming, which 
you'l probably be allured to in thoſe 
Low Countries, the moſt being dexte» 
rous in that Art: For tho it may ſave 
a Mans Liſe in caſe ot neceſſity, yet 2 
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vain Curfofity herein may expoſe you 
to the greateſt Dangers and Hazards. 
Therefore if you ſhould attempt it for 
your Pleaſure, exceed not your own 
Depth; and in lecking to ſave another, 
havea care you drown not your /e/f. 
Secondly, Your Geſture and Deport- 
ment ſhould neither be light, nor info» 
lent, nor wanton : For the Lite and 
Soul of true Honour, 15 in generous 
Qualities, - z modeſt and affable 
Carriage ; bur yet with a comely re+ 
gard to your iclt, and fuch as becomes 
a Grutieman, whoſe Mind is furniſhed 
with worthy and generous Spirits. But 
in this Point ( as 1n his abſtinence from 
the ices, and practice of all the Yertues 
hitherto recommended, ) you have an 
admirable Pattern in your dcar and 
worthy Father, almoſt beyond Exam- 
ple; whoſe temper and ſweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition has delervedly recommen- 
ded him to the Favour, and made him 
honourable and reſpeted amongſt all 
Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, 
Yet be carctul ro avoid the other Ex-» 
treme of attected Eaſineſs or C mp—_ 
ic 
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leſt your good Diſpoſition ſhould be im- 
poſed upon by others Decert, and your 
owntoo much Credality: For too much 
Fimiltarity and Fawning 15 always re» 
warded cither with Fiattery or Con 
tempt 

Thirdly, What concerns your Bodily 
Deportment, Wreſtling, Fencing, and 
other Feats of Arms and Military Std; 
and how tar all or any of theſe are expe- 
dient or neceſſary to be underſtood or 
practiſed, I muſt leave to your ſelf, and 
better Judgments, for Advice and Di- 
rection; tor theſe are not my Fre 
SIRCE. 

What other Fertxes or Fices may 
occur in your Converſation with ©» 
thers, ( which my deſigned Brevity and 
the Occaſion 1 write upon, have perſua- 
ded me to omit, ) you ſhould note and 
obſerve them, and make that uſe of 
them, at leaſt co improve and corre 
your own : For what you diſlike or 
admire in ethers, ſtudy and endeavour 
to avoid the Evil, and ſtrive to. imitate 
what is vertuous and commendable. 
And when you have ſeriouſly confider'd 
all 
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all choſc ſeveral Rales and Arguments, 
which under this Head do concern 
your Manners and Deportment ; you'l be 
d ro go one ſtep farther to the laſt 
ples h of this faithtul and tr: endly Ad- 
vice, which will have a more peculiar 


Reſpect to your Religion, 


The End of the Second Part. 


$3 


ADVICE 
TO A 
YOUNG GENTLEMAN 
Ot an Honourable 


FAMILY 


Now in His 


ITIRAVELS 


Beyond the S E A'S, e>c. 


OO > C — —__——_ — 


FART 
Of RELIGION. 


H E Buſineſs of Religion 1s the 

rand Concernment that all of 

ys are | into the World to _— 
a 


——n KY, þ 


60 Advice to a Gentleman, 


and our eternal Happineſs or Miſery de- 
pends on the right tnowing and ac- 
tnowledging of God, or miſtates about 
it. We had need therefore be very ac- 
curate in the choice of that Religion we 
intend to live and dic in, and venture 
our cternal Salvation upon. 

Now, there arc many Opinions in the 
World concerni ng Religion; and we 
may be caſily impoſed on and delu- 
ded, if we make not a prudent and wiſe 
Choice, 1 ſhall not trouble you with 
an accounr ot HH: atheni/m, Mahomet 2+ 
wiſm, and Judaiſm : For theſe are all 
falſe R eligions, and contrary to the whole 
feope and defign of the Goſpel; which 
being without the Lines of Chriſtian 
Communication, we leave 'em to 
themſelves and the righteous Judgment 
of God. We Chriſtians know no other 
way to Salvation but One, and that's 
by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; and there- 
tore we think our ſelves obliged to be- 
lieve the Principles of Chriſtianity with 
all our Hearts, and /ve according to 
them : For there's no other name un- 
der Heaven whereby we can expe or 


hope 
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hope for Salvation, but the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Atts 4. 12. 

Yet there are many Differences, not 
only Circumſtantial but Fundamental, 
even amongſt thoſe that are called Chri- 
ftians, which diſturb the Peace of the 
Charch, and ruine the Souls of man 

rivate Perſons, as will appear more ful- 
ly atrerwards. But tis more immedi- 
ately my Deſign to recommend to you, 
and inforce the Belief and Praftice of 
the truly Primitive and Reformed Re- 
ligion, as now lolemnly and publickly 
profels'd, and by Law eſtabliſh'd in the 
Church of England. 

[ have not the leaſt cauſe to doubt or 
ſuſpect, bur that your Parents did ſe- 
riouſly weigh and conſider (when they 
ſent you abroad,) the Minority of your 
Age and Judgment ; which ( yet) with» 
out your own extraordinary care and 
caution, may hurry you unawares into 

\the peril of Miſcarriage. For alas ! how 
many young Gentlemen have loſt their 
Hopes and themſelves in Foreign Ad- 
ventures, and return'd home as empry 
of Grace and other vertuousAccompliſh» 

ments, 
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ments, as full of Words, Vanity, and 
other vitious Habits and Inclinations ? 
Now (Sir,) if you ſhould unhappily 
Miſcarry, which the Lord of his great 
Mercy prevent; as it would be the 
greateſt miſchief to your Jelf ; ſo not 
only your Parents hopes of your Toath, 
but the Staff and Comfort of their Age 
will lic a bleeding, to their unexpreſii- 
ble Grief and Sorrow. 

Theſe Confiderations have very much 
afſeted me, which I rook the freedom 
to mention to ſome of your Friends, 
when I firſt heard of their Deſign of 
ſending you beyond Sea; and upon 
more due and ſerious deliberation, do 
now with more confidence (yet hum- 
bly) communicate my Thoughts to you 
upon theſe Subjets : Forlam very well 
aſſured, ( that conſidering me as a Dj- 
vine and 7rac Friend, ) |} thall not incur 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of being ( herein) roo 
bold or pretumpruous ; and will think 
my ſelt tufficiently apaid, it thro God's 
Bleſſing, 1 = be an happy Inſtrument 
in doing the leaſt good to your Soul. 
I know it would be the greateſt Happi- 
neſs 
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neſs to your ſelf, as well as a Comfort 
to all your Friends, it you be perſuaded 
by any means to fall in love with Re» 
ligion betimes, and remember your Cre» 
ator in the Days of your Touth, Eccleſ. 
12.1, This has been for many Ages 
the glory and ſupport of your Family, 
which has been always eminent for Re- 
ligion and Loyalty ; nor could there 
ever be leſs Danger of a degenerous 
Heir, (not to flatter you Sir, nor puff 
=_ up,) nor greater Hopes of its cſta- 

liſhment to future Generations. 
Burt before we come to the Point, 
give me leave to note to you (for your 
reater Security,) That you'l be in 
ger of meeting with many Brokers 
of YVilany, whoſe Trade and Buſineſs it 
is to pervert, and do live upon the 
Spoils and Ruins of Towng Gentlemen ; 
infomuch that ſcarce any Perſon of 
your Quality can travel into Foreige 
Parts, but he ſhall be mightily care(s'd, 
and treated with fo much reſpett and 
civility, as it it were a pleaſure to be 
ſeduced, We know very well whar 
Stratagems are uſed by fome Men, to 
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undermine the ſacred Foundations of the 
Dottris and Worſhip ot the Church of 
England; inlomuch that ( before his Ma- 
jeſties Declaration of Indulgence \ neither 
Laws nor Penalties could reſtrain them, 
What then will they not dare to attempt 
within their own Territories and Jurif- 
diftions,cefpecially when they meet with 
Perſons of Temper and Quality, who 
are inclin'd and diſpos'd (as you are) to 
Religion > And iccing alſo they have 
not only free ſcope and priviledge, bur 
encouragement to ſeduce ; fo, that 'tis 
next to impoſlible not to be aflaulred 
(ar leaſt) by their cloſe and cunning In- 
finuarions. 

There have been, alaſs! too many 
perverted already; the loſs of whom 
jyoyned with the Churches, we have 
ſufficient cauſe ro lament: And indeed 
'tis a great wonder we have loſt no 
more, ( and let us praiſe God tor it, | con» 
fidering the importunate Methods and 
Planftbleneſs of our Adverſaries, on the 
right hand anc on the leit; who like 
thoſe infeted with the Plague, have 
always an irching defire of tainting 
others. 
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others. Wherefore none can blame the 
Clergy of the Church of England, it we 
be as zealous for Truth, as our Adverſa- 
ries of Falſhood ; which Argument a- 
lone might be a ſufficient Apo/ory for 
this Undertaking. 

| have read ( Sir ) of fome Countries 
(I wiſh your Curioſity may not carry 
you thither ) whoſe chiet Verrues ( mo- 
deſtly ſpeaking,) do very much border 
either on Impiety or Superititionz and 
yet thoſe very Places ( as 7raveZers ob» 
ſerve,) which are moſt worth ſeeing, 
are of all others the moſt contagious. 
Now 'tis no ſmall difficulty for a Young 
Gentleman to be chaſt and vertuous in 
the midſt of Sodom, and tew have tra+ 
vell'd thither, however they may pleaſe 
themſelves with variety of Objeds, and 
returned home without ſome dangerous 
Tin&ture, cither of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
or Schiſm and Sedirion. 

Thus I have noted in general, what 
Temptations and Hazards you are ex- 
poſed ro among{t Foreigners ; and the 
greateſt of all is, the danger of being 
corrupted and contaminated in = 

t Religion 
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Religion and Manners : And tis certain, 
tho your 7aters be never fo caretul, yet 
much muſt be lett ro your own Temper 
and laclination,how to fever Good from 
Evil: For there's no Man proves Facti- 
Jus, Superſtitious, or extreamly Wicked 
on a ſudden, but thro ſeveral Declinati- 
ons, talls by degrees from Vertue and 
Relig 100, Secing then fo many Tem- 
ptations and Snares may await you 1n ©- 
very Place where you come, ( which no 
Mans Prudence can foreſce,) and your 
own Heart prove deceittul and forward 
to betray you : Theretore I belceech you, 
be conſtantly upon your Guard; and it 
your 7ators ſhould either be negligent 
or perhidious, (as many have been in 
the like Truſt, and I could name fome 
ot them,) yer thro the Aſliſtance of 
God's Grace, you may tecure your Ae- 
ligion and Conſcience inviolable. 

Bur for the turther prevention of their 
Machinations,who lic in wait to deceive, 
and your Eſtabliſhment and Confirmati- 
on in the Religion of the Church of Eng- 
land, 1 offer theſe Three following Par- 
ticu/ars to your (erious and impartial 
Confideration, And, Firſt, 
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Firſt, I ſhall give you a true (tho 
ſhort) Account ot the Conſtitution of 
the Church of Ezgiand, both as to her 
Dodrin and Worſhip, or Diſcipline; 
which I hope may for ever oblige you 
to continue 12 her Communzes. 
Secondly, We ſhall enquire a little 
into the Principles and Practices of the 
Romiſh Church and Religion, wherein 
they chiefly difter from 2s : A Religi- 
on of all others ( within the Pail of the 
Chriſtian Church,) the. moſt pleaſing 
and delightful ro Fleſh and Blood: A 
Religion which no Man ſcarce can com- 
ply with ; eſpecially it he has been bred 
up in the Church of Ezg/and, bur muſt 
ofter violence to his own Reafon and 
Conſcience, if he pretends to cither. 
Thirdly, We Thall confides the Pre- 
tenfions, Reaſons and Arguments, which 
our Brethren of the Non-conformity have 
urged in their own Detence,to palliate 
their Separation from our Communion, 
and ſeduce others : By all which,l hope 
'ewillevidensly appear, that there can- 
not be the leafh colour of Reaton, nor 
any thiog —— a 
2 
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leſs to perſuade you, or any other Per- 
{on of Parts and Education, ( who is not 
blinded with Paſſion, Intereſt or Preju- 
dice,) to ſeparate from the moſt truly 
Orthodox, and beſt conſtiruted Church 
in the wholeWorld ; I mean the Church 
of England. Of all theſe ſeverally. And, 

Firſt, Of the Religion of our Church, 
both as to its Deitrinand Worſhip, or 
Diſcipline. And Firſt, Concerning her 
Doftrin : Wherein 'tis moſt plain and 
evident, That we have a clear Proteſit- 
on of all Fundamental Truths and Dx« 
ties, both to Ged and Man,in our Creeds, 
C ommandmenty, Lords P rayer, and the 
Dodrin of the Twe Sacraments ; which 
every Orthodox and Believing Chriſti- 
an in the whole World, will readily fub- 
ſcribe, and ſay Ames to. 

Our Sabbaths are duly obſerved and 
kepr, with the greateſt Reverence and 
Solemnity. God's Holy Word is pure» 
ly and faithfully preach'd ; his Sacra- 
ments duly adminiſtred, according to 
our Bleſſed Saviours own Inſtitution. 
We worſhip God, viz. the One Divine 
Eſſence, — Trinity of Perſons, in _ 

a 


Of Religion. 69 
and Truth; in and thro” Chriſt, with- 
out the Mediation of Saints and Angels. 
We hope tor, and believe the Remſhon 
of Sins, and Salvation of our Souls and 
Bodies, by the Merits of Chri# alone, 
thro" the Mercics of God, and upon the 
condition of a fincere and unicigned Re- 
pentance : Which Repentance 1n the 
Judgment of our Charch, implies a true 
Sight and Confeſton of, hearty Sorrow 
for, and the hatred and forſating of all 
our former Sins ; with a ſtedtaſt R-/olu- 
tion never to return to them again, with 
any conſent, delight or approbation, and 
the uſe of all poſlible Exdeavours to 
put theſe Re/o/ations 1n practice, even to 
our Lives End : So, that it we ſhall at a- 
ny time fall into.the commiſhon of the 
leaſt Si», or the negleRt of any Duty, 
either wiltully, or by infirmity and fur- 
_ we do again ſcriouſly and fo- 
emaly renew our Repentance, and arc 
never at peace with our Selves and in 
our Conſciences, till we be again re- 
conciled unto God, or our Neighbour, 
whom we have offended. And this we 
do as well aitcr as belore our Conver- 
F 3 ſion; 
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fion ; not daring to continue in any eve 
fin anrepented of, wnreformed. 

When we have thus renounced and a- 
bandon'd Sis, the World, and the Devil, 
as our deadly Enemies, we think our 
ſelves further oblig'd ro magnifie and 
adorn our Profeſron, by the Works and 
Fruits of Piety and truc Holineſs, Ju- 
ftice and Charity, Parity and Sobriety, 
Tit. 2. 12. and to perform all and eve- 
ry one of theſe Duties both to God and 
Man, without Partiality, without Fy- 
pocrifie. This is a ſhort Specimen of the 
Deottrin and Fundamentals of our Reli- 
gion, Which in all and every particalar 
are warranted and recommended to Us 
by God's infallible Word, and the con- 
current Suftrages and Confeſſions of all 
the Churches of Chrift, 1n the Primitive 
and Pareſt Ages of the Goſpel. And as 
the Dettriz ot our Charch is Sound and 
Orthodox, ſo, 

Secondly, Our Worſhip and Diſcipline 
is truly Antient and Apeſtolical : For 
there's not one ſingle Paſlage in our £5- 
turgy and Church Service, and Circum- 
{tantials of Worſbip (our moſt rigid Ad- 
wverſaries 
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verſaries Vang Judges, ) that is either 
Anti-Scripturas Or Sinful, but do all ve- 
ry much conduce tO Decency,Order,0 nt 
formity, and the Edificarien of ws Mem 


anpear to you BY 3N Induction of Par- 
ticulars; "mſomuch that there's not one 
National Churc® under the Cope of Hea- 
ven, that's more Orthodox tian Ours, 
in Her whole Wor (bip and Politie. Col 
Galt and examine our Liturgy, Articles, 
Homilies, Cann" and Conſt ituti0"* Cere- 
monies, &c. and tNefE you'l figd a truly 
Primitroe and Apoſtolicat Spirit \n the 
diſpoſition of the (everal Parts, for the 
Honour and Glory of God, and AGVance- 
ment ophis rut Religion and Wor ſbip a 
mongit Vs. 
And tor 3 rarther Tetumony hereo!, 
and your own particular Satisfaction, 


'em, }) Hookers Feclefraſt ical Politie, 
Dr.Comber $ largeVolume on our Charch 
Litnw'sy, and Dr- Falkner's Libertas Ec: 
clefraſtica ; which 7r1umvirare are fut- 


kciently able 50 anſwer all rc Doubts 
3 and 
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and Scraples of any unbiaſt and unpre- 
judiced Reader. Beſides, I can give you 
a Catalogue of fuch Boots, when you 
pleaſe ro command it, as have ereated 
ſo learnedly, judiciouſly and convin- 
cingly of the Religion of the Church of 
England, in all the Points of Faith, 

Worſhip and Diſcipline, as will furniſh 
you with ſuch Reaſons and Arguments, 
as neither Papiſt nor Fhanatict were e- 
ver yet able to an{wer, 

Let your Keligion then, and that 
Church into which you were admitted 
and initiated by Baptiſm, and in whoſe 
Communion you have been hitherto edu+ 
cated, be as dear ro you as your Eftare 
and Life. Remit nothing of your Love 
and Atfetion, Zeal and Courage, to de- 
tend it, when you are thereunto law- 
fully called : For the Deitrin and Wor- 
ſhip of our Charch has been tranſmit- 
ted to Us by our pious Anceſtors, with 
all the Santtions both of divive and bu- 
mane Authority ; and as lure as there is 
a God, the Religion which you profeis 
came down trom Heaven : For the ever- 
laſting Prince of Peace has conſign'd and 
confirm'sd 
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confirm'd it £9 Us, by the Effuſion of 
his own precions Blood,and the Suffrage 
of many $4777 and Martyrs in this 
Kingdom 3 (o that you have not the 
leaſt realon © ſcrvple your Compliance 
with, and Conformity 00 it. 

1{ rheretore 3n Angel, or Devil, of 4- 
ny ill Men, ſhould at an 
the conrary 10 You» 
cation wn him, but rejedt hum a5 2n 
urtrer Enemy and Impoſtor- And when 

leifure, Opporrumey an 
y "ur iofity May lead you 
to read over and con{1der the Canons and 
Conſtitutions of we Greek and £4rm 
Churches wheren you | find the rue 
State of T hin) and Times, WE Begin- 
mints, Proceed mys, Iacreaſes Encounters 
Ticldings, and Reſtauration of the Goj» 
pet; and what the Primmroe Fathers 
did and (afler'd Tor the propagation of 
the Chriſt1an Religion and me inrerelt 
of the Church : And heremn you | alto 
ſee rhe Cl onformity 0) our C barch of Eng 
land Men, CE the beginnings of the Ke- 


formation, to 1 
And when yo» have t 


lie Pr imitrve Pattern. 
ws made 1ome 
conf{idcr- 
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conſiderable Progreſs in inquiring into 
the Fundamentals and Saperſtraitares of 
our Religion, youl be better able to 
judge ot the Opinions and Errors of 
thoſe that differ from Us. Bur till you 
have more time and convenience to in- 
torm your /c/f as to the Particulars, I 
ſhall preſent you, 

Secondly, With a true and brief Ac- 
count of Pepery, or the Dedrin and 
Prattices of the Church of Rome, as to 
thoſe Particalars wherein they differ 
from the Church of England : For which 
cauſe, we are forced to ſeparate from 
them, fince we cannot communicate 
with them without tin; nor have we 
departed further from "em, than they 
have departed from Themſclves, and 
the Truth, 

Now for Method's ſake, we ſhall con- 
fider alſo, Firſt, The Principles or Do- 
firin ; And, Secondly, The Prattices of 
the pretended Cathelicts of the Romiſh 
Church: Whereby twill evidently ap- 
pear, that Popery(it rightly underſtood, 
1s no ſuch beautitul and charming Ob- 
jet, astoallure any Man of Reaſon and 
C ons 
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Conſcience to fall in love with it. And, 

Firſt, For the Principles of Popery ; 
and we are obliged to call them fo, be- 
cauſe they are fo cſteem'd and account- 
ed by their own Church : For ſince their 
Council of Trent, no Man can properly 
be admitred into the Romifh Communion 
( however in Popiſh Countries) but thall 
be cenſured and condemned as a dama'd 
Heretick, unleſs he believes as follows 
eth, vViIT, 

*That a Mortal Man, as the Pope in 
* Cathbedra, ( or as ſome fay, with his 
© Council of Cardinals 15 infallible.knows 
* all things, and can err innothing ; that 
© he directs, inlorms, animates, and com- 
* mands both in Earth and Purgatory ; 
* expounds Scripture, forgives Sms, ca» 
"nonizeth Saints, creates new Articles 
* of Faith; and in all theſe, and many 
* other of the fame Stamp and Chara- 
* ter ) is as ablolute and infallible as his 
* Maker. [But they are not yet agreed 
amongſt themſelves where to fix this 
Intallible Judgment, whether in the 
Pope alone, or Council, or the Fope and 
his Council; and theretore their Church 
and 
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and Pope, for any thing they have yet 
rov'd or determin d, are crroncous and 
fallible 1n the firſt Principle of their 
New Creed, and monſtrous DoQrin of 
Infallibility. | 
* That the Pope is the Sapreme Flead, 
* and Chriff's chict / car in, and has an 
© Unlimited Jauriſdittion over the whole 
© Catholick Charch ; that he has power to 
* diſpenſe with the Laws of Ged, and can 
* ſet up Laws of his own deviſing, which 
* obliges all Men's Conlciences to pay 
* him the Tribute of Fealty &Obedience, 
* as will more fully appear afterwards. 
[ This is a grand Ufurpation upon the 
Rights and Priviledges of Kings, Empe- 
rours, 2nd all other Chriſtian Biſhops ; 
rwo parts of Chriſtendom having reject- 
ed his Authority, and that upon moſt 
reaſonable and juſt grounds : For the 
Turiſdiltion ot the Biſhops of Kome, was 
limited for the five firſt Centuries to the 
Saburbiarion Regions, and had only 1 
Primacy ol Order, nor Tariſdiftion over 
his Fellow Biſhops, Sce FHammond's 
Fandament. Dr. Barrow upon the S«- 


premacy; and Dr. Fulwood's Roma ruit, 
Which 
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Which Uſurpation do's alſo diretly 0- 
verthrow Chriſt's Kingly Office. ] 

* That the Bread and | 
© [Vine in the Exchariſt, is _—_— j © m—_ 
* tranſubſtantiated into nts _— 
© the real Body and Blood 
bof Chriſt, which was facrificed for our 
* Sins upon the Crols at Z/1eruſalem ; the 
* Colour and other accidental Qualities 
© of the Elements only remaining with- 
* out their Subſtance. [This violates 
the Truth of Chrifs Human Nature, 
which themſelves do confeſs, is in Hea- 
ven; and yet according to their Zypo- 
thefts, muſt be in a thouſand places on 
Earth at the fame time; contradidts 
the holy Scripture, Man's beſt Reaſon, 
common Senie, and the Nature and De- 
ſign of the Sacrament of Chriſts holy 
Supper. | 

© That there is no 
© real difference between = * £495 
* Chriſt on the Croſs, and gy. 
© Chriſt 1n the Maſs ; it 
* is the very ſame in both, only differing 
© in the Reaſon of Offering : For on the 
* Croſs he offer'd himſelf immediatly, in 
* the | 
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* the Maſs he offers himſelf by the Mi- 
* niſtry of his Vader-Priefts. |} Which 
Dottrin of the Poprſh Maſs, 15 one of the 
poue [dols that ever was invented in 
the World: For a piece of Bread is 
made the Saviour of Mankind, and a pro» 
per Sacrifice tor the pardoning all Ss ; 
1s worſhiped as God, and of ſingular 
benefit not only tor the Zivieg bur the 
Dead : And this they are bound to be- 
lieve, thothe Apoltic has told them in 
expreſs rerms, That there remains no 
more Sacrifice tor Sins, becauſe Chrif 
Once appear 'd to put away it by the Sa- 
erifice of himſelf, Heb. 9. 26.} 

* That Good [Works are 
* meritorious of Grace 
* and eternal Life ; which 
are not fo much given 
* of God freely and out of liberality, as 
© out of debre. {Which Doctriadeſtroys 
Tuftification by Faith, and the Merits of 
Chriſt Teſu; who came down from 
Heaven on purpoſe to redeem us from 
all Imquity, and tells us, when we have 
done the beſt we can, we are unprofies- 
ble Servants, deſerving nothing = 
Hel 


Council of Trent, 


Seſſ.6. Chap, 16, 


Canon 3. 
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Hell and Damnation every hour. ] 
* That there's a certain 
F place calld Pargatory, 
© wherein, as 10 a Prifon, 
* Souls are purged aiter 
* this Life, that were not fully purged 
© here; tothe intent they may enter pure 
* into Heaven. | Which Article of their 
New Creed, deſtroys the Satisfation of 
Chriſt, and his meritorious Zzterceſhon 
with the Father for 7s ; makes good 
Men afraid to die, being a terrible thing 
( as their Prieſts repreſent it,) to cater 
into Pergatory ; and bad Men lets care» 
tul to prepare for Death, becaule a great 
part of their buſineſs may be done by 
other hands when they are gone. | 
*That, it any fay, that 


Decree. Cownesl 
Flor. about 200 
I-ars 479, 


"the Clergy who have rc- Council of 
” Treas. C 
* ceived Holy Orders, or mo A 8. 


* Regulars who have fo- 

* ſemaly profeſied Chaſtity, may contract 
* Marriage ; and that ſuch Contratt ( not- 
* withſtanding the Eccle/taſtical Lawand 
* their own Yow, ) is valid ; and that the 
* contrary Aſlertion is no other than to 
* condemn Marriage ; and that all - 
* tho 
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©tho they have vowed Chaſtiry,) may 
* contract Marriage, that do find they 
© have not the Gitr of Continency ; ler 
* him be accurſed : Foraſmuch as God 
* will not deny this Gift to thoſe who 
* rightly ſeek it, neirher will he ſuffer Us 
* to be tempted above what we are able. 
[ Now this Doctrin is expreſly contrary 
ro the Word of God, which faith, That 


Marriage u honourable in all, &e, Heb. 


12.4. Sce allo, i Cor. g. 5. Tit. 1.6, 
: Tim. 3,%,4,5, 11,12. 1Cor.7- 1, 2, 
$, 9g. Behdes, the Protubition of Prieſts 
Marriaze, has been the cauſe of much 
Lewdnelſs and Villany, as Adultery, For- 
nication, Inceſt, Sodomy, Murder, &c, 
*'That the Saints reign» 
Council of Trent. © ing with Cbrift, and of- 
*o+ 9. ; tering up their Prayers 
* for Men, it is good and profitable hum- 
* bly to imvocare them ; and that we may 
* obrain Benefits of God, thro his Son 
© Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who is our only 
* Redeemer and Saviour to have recourſe 
*to their Prayers, Aid and Aſliſt- 
© ance, Wc. | This Dodrin has no Foun- 
dation in, nor Warrant from God's 
Word: 
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Word : For there's not one Precept nor 
Example of praying to Saines 1n the 
whole Bible, nor Promiſe that ſuch 
Prayers (hall be heard and accepted ; bur 
the contrary is every where evident. Be- 
ſides, this Pradice 1s irrational and ab» 
ſurd: For the Saints (and Angels) are 
neither omnipreſent nor omnipercipient ; 
and therefore they cannot hear Us. And 
they do alſo ſolemnly I 
vecate and wor ſhip many 
of their reputed Saints, 
whoſe Saintſhip, nay , 
whoſe Exiſtence { ſays one of their own 
celebrated Authors, ) is very queſtion- 
able. ] 

Not to trouble you with Citations at 
large, there are ſeveral other known and 
received Doctrins' of their Church, 
which bear the ſame /mpreſton and Cha» 
ratter ; but thoſe I have mention'd ab 
ready being the moſt conſiderable, rhe 
reſt will either ſtand or fall by 'em. Yet 
their Dodtrin of Oral Tradition ( which 
I had almoſt omirred, ) deſerves its place 
a the reſt; For this vilifhes the 
Holy Scripture, deſtroys its Authority 

G and 


Caſland. de Mer- 
rite, & Incerceſſ. 
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and Sufficiency,by a certain Dependance 
upon the Church ; whereby they make 
our Saviour's Propbetical Office a meer 
Nality, in ſaying no leſs, than that He 
has not ſufficiently reveal'd the 112 of 
God to the Sons of Menx,but all the World 
muſt be beholden to the Charch of Rome 
for their Oral Tradition, In a word, 
all their Pardons, Conteſſions, Indulgen- 
ces, Satisfactions, Merits, &c. do ex- 
preſly contradift the great End and De- 
ſign of our Saviours /ncarnation, and 
ſet up the Pope and Priefts in his ſtcad, 
Theſe are the New Articles of Pope- 
ry, which (as incredible and abſurd as 
they are) the Subjects of that Com- 
munion are bound to believe, under the 
pain and peril of the Fope's Anathemea, 
And indeed, they are all New, (you may 
ſee the Original of "em in Dr. Com 
ber's Advice to the Roman Catbolicks) 
and wholly unknown to the Old 
Church of Rome, in her Primitive- and 
Goſpel Purity: For theſe Errors and 
Delufions ferm to have been contrived 
on purpoſe, for the and Main- 
tenance of the Pride —_ 
0 
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of the Biſhop of Rome and his Clergy, 
as well as the Advancement of the State» 
lineſs and Grandeur of their Church, 

I could cafily make it appear to you 
in all the Particulars, that there's not 
one of theſe Articles that has any Foun- 
dation in Scripture or Primitive Anti- 
Py, but are contrary to both, and 

undermine and overthrow almoſt all 
the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith. Bur 
what I have faid already concerning 
theſe Dofrins, may be a ſufficient ca«- 
tiew to you not to venture your eternal 
Salvation upon ſuch a Bottom, leſt you 
communicate with them in their 
Plagues, Rev. 18. 4. I have taken fome 
pains to digeſt the whole Body of Po+ 
piſh Controverfie intoOrder and Method, 
tor the fatistation of my Selt and 
Friends, (which I thought of neceſſary 
uſe at this time.) There arc other ex- 
cellent Authors which may be more vs- 
luable, but you may command thus it 
you pleaſe ; "tis not very large, yet Me- 
thedical. Bat to return : As the Dott- 
rin and Principles of the Church of Rome, 
(in thoſe Inſtances wherein they differ 
G 2 from 
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from Us) are heterodox, abſurd and 
crroncous ; 1o, 

Secondly, Their Pratt ices are the na- 
tural and genuin Reſulrs and Conſequen- 
ces of ſuch Principles. Not to mention 
their private and perſonal /mmoralities, 
which may conſiſt well enough with 
that Religion, eipecially conſidering the 
Liberty and Indalgence allowed them, 

which do more profelliedly belorg to 
thoſe of that Communion than any ©- 
ther,) we ſhall conſider their Prattices 
as Popiſh, which are warranted to them 
by the Examples and Santtions of their 
Saperiours. And of this Rank are, 

Their Worſhiping of Images, Relicks, 
Croſſes, Angels, Saints, and particularly 
the Virgin Mary; all which are a moſt 
diret Violation of the Second Com- 
mandment ; and theretore they leave it 
out of all their Catechiſms, Manuals, 
AMaſs- Books, &e. leit it ſhould riſe up 
in Judgment againſt them ; whuch Prac- 
tices are alſo contrary to the whole 
Word of God, and the Detirin both of 
the 0/4 and New Teſtaments. 


Such 
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Such allo are their Dealings with the 
Laity, who 10v them Ol the Rread of 
Life, in denying them the reading ot 
the Holy ScrAp!urens the Cup 1 te $a- 
crament, and wn commanding, the whole 


le, ſhould ſearch the Scriptures, rink 
of that holy ©*Þ» and pray with the Spi* 
rit, and pra) with tht 7) aderſt andins, al- 
ſo : Which 100 Perſon can in cheir Come 


Prieſts 3 Www being generally r09 1£N0- 
rant themlews, arc airaid tat the Veo- 
ie ſhould know *- 0 borrendam Nef ? 
that ſuch Prathices 5 theſe ſhould be {0 
much 45 tolerated DY thoſe that *7 
eall'd Chrilkians- And yer there arc {till 
others 25 bad, Of worſe than the tor- 
mer, Vis 
Their Spirituas Tyranny, n exacting, 
G 3 a bland 
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a blind Obedience in Matters of Faith ; 
their innumerable Ceremonies and Saper- 
flitions, which almoſt ſwallow up the 
whole Subſtance of Religion ; their no- 
torious Schiſm ( many degrees worſe 
than that of the Denatifts and Novari- 
ans,) in ſeparating from all other 
Churches, far more Pure and Orthodox 
than themſelves ; and yer, becauſe they 
cannot be the Pope's Sabjetts, therefore 
they ſhall be none of Chrifs. 

To ſay nothing of their School Points 
and Caſuiftical Divinity, "tis evident 
that their whole Religion 1s only the 
bare ſhadow and outfides of Chriftia- 
ity, and meer Pageantry and Forma- 
lity of Devetion : For alals! their 
ſimple and ignorant Laity, fay, boee 
and do they know not what, and re- 
turn from their Churches as void of 
Inſtruction, and Chriſtian Admonition 
and Edification, as when they went ; 
and yet for all this, (which is the high- 
eſt aggravation oftheir Sinand Miſery, ) 
they are obliged to believe, that this 
their blind Devotion is not only accep- 
table but meritorions. Belides, how ma- 
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to enquire what ſort of Perſons they 
are whom they have perverted ; we 
ſhall find, that many of 'em are filly 
Women and Men notoriouſly debauch- 
ed, or ignorant, or of mercenary Spirits, 
who expect Preferment in that Way, 
And theretore we have no great cauſe 
to regret the loſs of them ; and it our 
number be leſs, yet we are not the 
worſe : For it all our Licentious Zype- 
erites and Malefſattors, who are not 
worthy to live in the World, ſhould go 
over to their Commumon, we ſhall have 
no great cauſe to complain. 

Bur alas! theſe erroneous Principles 
and worſe Pradtices of the Papiſts, who 
being the more intelligent and judici- 
ous fort of that Communion, cannot 
be ſo much the error and miſtake of 
their Judgments, as the perverienets of 
their Wills: And tho a timple and ig- 
norant Popeling, who lies under ſuch 
Temprations and Obligations, ( as be- 
fore,) may be ſaved ; yet I am afraid, 
the more Learned and Diſcreet having 
made Shipwrack of Faith and a good 
Conſcience, are 1n a very dangerous 
Srate, 


Of Religion. 89 
State, it they live and die according 
to thoſe corrupt Principles; becauſe 
they are in the number of thoſe dam- 
nable Fereftes the Seriptare peaks 
of, 

What I have already offer'd, arc 
Truths as clcar as the Sun; nor can a- 
ny thing in the World be more de- 
monſtratrue to & Perſon throughly ac- 
quainted with the Principles and Pro- 
tices of Popery. And yet tor all this, 
tis a thoutland to one you'l meer with 
ſome bold and cunning Sephifters,who'l 
rell you a great many plauſible Srories, 
and endeavour to clude the moſt clear 
and convincing Reaſons, which can be 
urg'd againſt them ; whereby they do 
ſtrangely 1umpoſe upon, and many times 
entrap poor ignorant and unwary Souls, 
To inſtance in ſome Particulars : And, 

Firſt, A Catbolick ( fay rthey,) fo li- 
ving and dying, even by the Conteſſi- 
on of the Proteſtants themiclves, may 
be ſaved. | Which is a confeſſed Argu- 
ment of our Charity and Moderation 

Secondly, That the One Church of 
Chriſt is more likely to be tound in all 
the 
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World, than in a Corner. [ As if there 
were no true Church in the World, 
but theirs. ] 

Thirdly, In all Ages than of later 
Years. [Not conſidering that we had 
a Chriſtian Church in Ezgland, before 
ever Popery was known in the World. | 

Fourthly, That this One Church is ra» 
ther to be found in airy, than in Di- 
viſren, | Which we could cafily recri- 
minate and retort upon themſelves : 
For there are more a reater Schiſms 
and Divifrens in the Charch of Rome, 
than in any other Chriſtian Church what» 
ſoever. | 

Fifthly, That they have a Szccefrow 
of Biſhops, Priefts and Deacons, from 
the Days of the Apoſtles downward. 
[ So have we, as is fully evident from 
all our Antient and Authentick Records. 
See Biſhop Bamba/'s Account -of the 
Schiſm of the Church of Rome. And 
they have quite forgotten that there 
were three Popes, or Biſhops of Rome, 
at the fame time : What then became 
of their uninterrupted Succeſſion ? 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, That the Biſhop of Rome 1s 
the Supreme Head of the Church Uni» 
verſal, and Chriſfts Vicar in extraordi- 
nary upon Earth. | Which ſpurious 
Title and Vſurpation, ( as we noted be» 
fore,) is rejected by at leaſt rwo parts of 
the Catholick Charch at this day, and 
diſliked by ſome National Churches (as 
'ris ſuppo! ) of their own Communi- 
on ; who are inclinable enough (1! they 
knew but how) to caſt off that Papal 
and Tyrannical Yoke. | 

Seventhly, That the Church of Eng- 
land is only a Branch a - off, or a Rag 
torn from the Coar, and that we had no 
Church nor Religion betore Lather, 
[This is a moſt groſs and maniteſt Z/#- 
truth : For we had a Chriſtian Church 
in England before ever St. Feter came 
at Rome, founded by Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, and flouriſhed under King Lucius, 
the firſt Chriftian Monarch in the World. 
And we know very well by what Zſar- 

tions and Encroachments, and the time 
when Popery firſt got footing in Eng: 
land; that Auguſtin the Mont, caufed 
forme hundreds ot that Order to be ſlain 
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at Bangor, to make way for it : And 'tis 
further evident by what Mcans and Me- 
thods the B:ſbops of Rome did work up» 
on the Weakneſles and Credulity of 
ſome, and the Neccſiitics of others of 
our Chriſtian Princes, not having the 
Pawer, or Courage, or Reſolution, to 
calt off the Popes Sapremacy, till the 
Reign of Henry the Eighth, King of 
England: APerion whole Temper and 
Aſfairs ( let our Adverſaries belpatter 
him as they pleaſc,) made him a fit /x- 
firament to begin the Reformation ; 
which thro' God's Providence, and the 
prudent and religious Conduct of his 
Sxcceſſors, has been happily carried on 
and perieted ; which we hope thro' 
the Favour and Protettion of his Sa- 
cred Majeſty who now Reigns, may 
be continued a Bleſſing to Vs and our 
Poſterity.| 

Hence therefore 'twill appear to you, 
That theſe are all thred-bare and ſtale 
Evaſrons and Subterfages, to colour and 
pallate their groundlels and unreaſona- 
ble Pretences to Antiquity, Vifebility, 
Onity, Magnificence, Right of Succeſſion 
ot, 
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ple, that their Adverſaries out of meer 
Spight and Malice, do miſrepreſent 
them. 

Theſe Methods have been lately uſed 
(by an Eminent Papiſt here of my Ac- 
quaintance and Neighborhood, ) to ſome 
Perſons of our Communion who were for- 
merly my Pariſhioners, and ſeem'd to 
be warping towards Popery : They ac- 
quainted me with it, and look'd upon 
thoſe Sophiſms ro be nervous and ſtrong 
Arguments and Motives, (and fo in- 
deed they were it they had been true, ) 
to perſuade them to change their Re- 
ligion. Burt ſuch ſhuffling Tricks as 
theſe carry their own Contfutation a- 

with them ; fos this is an old pi 
ID which one mater 7 
thought ſhould have been long fince 
exploded. ' And I find the very ſame 
FHlocus pocus, Tilufions, uſed by the Po- 
piſb Prieſts, about the beginning of the 
Reign of Q. Elzaberth : For we know 
very well, what Priviledges are allow'd 
them to ſwear and forſwear ; and not 
only deny, but even rail againſt their 
own received Dottrins,P rattices,C hurch, 
and 
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former, and every way as well fitted for 
Travel, yet did contract ſuch a habit 
of Lewaneſs and Debauchery, ( to ſav no 
worſe, ) that in ew years an E/ftate of a- 
bove 2000 {. per Annam is intirely walſt- 
ed, and nothing remains bur a bare puff 
of Honour without any Eſtate to ſupport 
it: I could tell you all the particulars by 
what Mcthods that unfortunate, ſweer, 
and ingenuous Young Gentleman was 
allured and trapan'd into thele Miſchiefs, 
who alſo died unmaturely, &c, Which 
Examples amongſt many others, have 
been often in my Thoughts: And tho 
there be not the leaſt grounds of any 
Jealouſic or Sufpition ot your Miſcarri- 
age, yet | have ft them in your View as 
Land Marks, and Seca Marks, to prevent 
the danger of ſplitting your Veliel, (fo 
well built and richly laden, ) cither upon 
the Sands and Shelves of Debauchery and 
Prophaneneſs, orthe Rocks and Splinters 
of Schiſm and Superſt tion, 
Therefore ( Dear Sir) let me belecch 
you once more to be continually upon 
our Watch, that you may return with 
the ſame Soul and ſame Body you car- 
ried 
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fied from hence, and all the Tempers 
and Diſpoſitions of both. And for this 
End endeavor throughly to underſtand, 
and then live up to the Principles and 
Rules of that Religion you have hither- 
co profeſs'd. This will prove the beſt An- 
ridote againſt that deſtructive Poiſon, 
which might otherwiſe taint and intect 
both your /utelettuals and Morals ; and 
not only deſtroy the Chriſtian, bur even 

the Man (or rational part ) within you. 
Let me adviſe you ſtill more particalar- 
y,not fo much as to lend an Ear to hear, 
nor a Tongue to diſcourſe with thofe in- 
chanting Syrexs ; be afraid of their ſeen» 
ing Favours, whoſe Errand is Decent, and 
under the pretence of Kindneſs and Re- 
ſpect, will wound you to the very Hearr. 
Look not upon the Ceremonies 
and coſtly | _—_pow i tha Religion 
wherein all things are outwardly glort- 
ous and pleaſant ro the Eye ; but keep 
cloſe to innocentTruth,and let your Sox! 
be always deeply affected with tharWor- 
ſhip whoſe Majeſty is in the Heart, not 
in the Face, which we profeſs ( witl the 
greateſt comfort and tarisfation, and 
H may 
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may we ever do ſo) in the Communion 
ot the beſt of Churches. 

Thus we have fcen. at length that the 
Errors and Superſtitions of the Church of 
Rome wherein they differ from Us, are 
Fundamental Points both of Faith and 
Worſhip : Therefore have no communi- 
cation with thoſe of that Way, unleſs it 
be where civil Relations, and Offices of 
Flumanity and Charity require your 
compliance. 

Now, to conclude this Point, all the 
Members of the Church of England are 
called Proteſtants; a Name common to 
Us with our Brethren of the Reformed 
Churches beyond Sea, and fo indeed we 
are: * For we do ſolemnly proteſt againſt 
*the Popiſh Univerſal Hierarchy, lntalli- 
R de fulmens, Diſpenſations with the 
©Laws of God and Sins of Men, Oral 
© Traditions and other Sacriledges,diſpo- 
© fing of Kingdoms, depofting and Mur- 
* dering of Princes, the Merit of Good 
© Works in our Converſion, the Prieſts 
* pretended Power of tranſubſtantiating 
© Bread and Wine into the Body and 
* Blood of Chriſt, the Sacrifice of the 
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* Maſs, Adoration of the Hoſtie, Images, 
* Relicks, Prayers to Saints and Angels, 
* Power of Indulgences, Dodrin of Pur- 
* oatory, neceſſity of Auricular Conteſt» 
* on, Prohibition of Prieſts Marriages, 
* Pilgrimages, Prayers in an unknown 
* Tongue, multitude of Sacraments, Pe» 
© nances, Miracles and India» Wonders, 
* and pretences of curing the Deat Dumb, 
* Blind, Lame,and raifing the Dead, Equi- 
* vocations, mental Reſervations, pious 
6 Frauds legendary Fables,deviliſh Incan- 
* rations, facred, yet diabokical Magick, 
*and all their other Deluſions and Fop- 
« peries, as damnable and anti-chriſtian, 
You'l be pleaſed ( Sir )to join with me in 
this Proteſtation, (the very naming 
whereof,tho 1 cannot now inſiſt upon all 
the Particulars,might almoſt induce you 
to it, and let all true hearted and retorm- 
ed Proteſtants, both here and every 
where, lay, Ames. 

There are alſo ſeveral other Religious 
Selts (or rather Hereticks,) which do 
err from the Foundation and the true 
Faith : Such arc the Auti-Trinitarians, 
Arians, Socinians, &c. who deny the 
H 2 Dottrin 
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further Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment 
of your own Judgment herein, and that 
you may be better fortified with Reaſons 
and Arguments to vindicate our Charch, 
and clear thoſe Objettions which may be 
urged againſt her. We ſhall conſider, 

Firſt, The moſt material Objedions, 
which have been formed againſt our Li- 
targy and Church Politie, both at home 
and abroad. 

Secondly, We ſhall draw ſome ratio- 
nal /zferexces from thole Anſwers and So- 
lations, for your further ſatisiattion. And, 

Thirdly, Lay down ſome Rules by 
way of caztion, which 1 hope may fſe- 
cure you, and by your Influence, many 
others from a groundleſs Separation, Of 
theſe diſtintly : And, 

Firſt, All the Scruples of our Now- 
conforming Brethren, againſt our Diſci- 
pline and Set Form of Worſhip, are re- 
ducible to, and comprehended under 
theſe two Objeftions. And, 

;. They charge Us with Popery, 
(which we abhor as much, it not more 
than they do,) becauſe (ſay they ) our 
Form of Common Prayer by Law eſta- 
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and abhorrence ; becauſe they know 'tis 
impoſiible that Popery ſhould ever return 
upon Us, or be eſtabliſhe again in Exg- 
land, while our Common- Prayer» Book 1s 
kept unaltered. 

For, the whole Form of our Worſhip 
is point blank contrary to /mage-Wor- 
ſhip, praying to Auge's and Saints, Pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice, Doitrin of theirSacra- 
ments, Tranſubſtantiation, &c. And this 
is the true Reaſon why they do ſo mor- 
tally hate both Z/; and our Religion. And 
again, thoſe Prayers in our Litergy 
which were taken out of the Maſs- Book, 
are many of them the Collett; and Deve- 
tions of the Antient Fatbers,which were 
in uſe before ever Popery was known in 
the World ; which being purged from 
the Popiſh Superſtition by our Reform- 
ers, arenow lawtully uſed by the Church 
of England, according to their Original 
Iaftirution : Inſomuch, that thoſe who 
cavil at our Service,becauſe ſome part of 
it is uſed by the Papiſts, may as well find 
fault with the Epiſtics and Goſpels, 
Pſalms,Chapters,Creeds, Commandments, 
Lords Prayer, &c. theſe being alſo in 
the 
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the Papiſts Maſi-Book. Having fully 
cleared this firſt Objetion, we pals to the 

2. And they charge Us again with 
many Corruptions, Additions, De-« 
fefts, and circumſtantial Errors in our 
Set Form of Wor ſhip and Diſcipline, ( for 
they have no ObjeRions againſt our 
Dotrin and Fundamentals; ) and for 
thoſe ſeeming Reaſons,they think them- 
ſelves obliged ro withdraw and ſeparate 
from our Communion. , 

Anſwer. This may ſeem to be'a weigh- 
tyObjettion at the firſt ſight,and the moſt 
plead it (being joined with the former, 
which we have anſwered to the = as 
the Cauſe, why they think and ſpeak fo 
hardly of our Church, and deſert our 
Communion : But they might be per- 
ſuaded to alter their Opinion, if ( laying 
afide all Prejadice,) they would bur fert- 
ouſly and impartially conſider theſe few 


a—_ And, 

1, Tisa true and undoubted Maxim, 
that all Perſons are obliged to hold Cons 
munien with the National and Eſtabliſh'd 
Church where they live, and muſt by no 
means ſeparate from it ; rho there be 
ſome 
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ſome circumſtantial Additions, Errors 
and Defedits, in its external Worſhip, Po- 
litie or Diſcipline. For 'tis plain, that the 
Prophets and People of God, did not ſepa» 
rate from,but heldCommunion with the 
Jews in their Pablick Worſhip, thothere 
were very many and great Deteas and 
Corruptions, &c. both in their Dottrin 
and Praftice. This 1s clear in many /«- 
flances : For the folemn Ordinances of 
God, as Circumciſron and the Paſſover, 
were fora long timea-wanting; and ſuch 
Monuments of Idolatry were ict up, as 
not only the People thereby became ſu- 
perſtitious and immoral, but even the 
Prieſts allo (as Els two Sons, &c.) 
brought a Scandal upon their Religion, 
Were not theſe greater Faults than any 
of our fierceſt Adverſaries can charge up- 
onus? And yet for all that, we find not 
one Preſident of ſo much as any ſingle 
Perſon that departed from their Com- 
munion. 

2. At the time of our B.Savieurs comi 
into the World, the Jewiſh Worſhip was 
exceedingly corrupted with the Leaven 
of the Phariſees & the Herefre of the Sad- 
duces, 
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duces,vho denied the Immortality of the 
Soul and the Reſurrettion of the Body. 
Beſides, the whole Service of God was 
intolerably prophaned, the 7emple pol- 
luted, Religion ſubverted, Judgment and 
the Love of God trampled upon and neg- 
leted, many needlets and ſuperſtitious 
Ceremonies interlarded with their Wore 
ſhip, the People. additted to all manner 
of Wickedne/s,and eventhe Prieſts them- 
ſelves very heterodox and difſolute both 
in their Faith and Manzers: And yet at 
that time, we find ſeveral religious Per- 
ſons, both Men and W omen, with great 
Zeal and Devotion, worſhiping God in 
theTemple,as £a: bary and Simeon, F/an- 
wah and Elizabeth, &c. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour himſelt was (by his pious Pa- 
rents )preſented in theTemple accordi 
tothe Cuſtom and Law of Moſes. He at- 
terwards kept the Paſſover, and all the 
Feſtivals of theJewiſhCharch,trequented 
and taught daily in the7emplec 1n their 
S \ymagogues gave Flonour and Reverence, 
and paid 7rrbute to theirRa/ers; nor did 
he ever deſert their Communion, till he 
was forced to retire to ſave his own Life: 
So 
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So that he thought it neceſſary (and fo 
did thoſe otherVoraries ) to join in Gods 
Pablick Worſhip, notwithſtanding thoſe 
great Errors and Defetts,which thanks be 
to God,are not chargeable upon Us. Bur, 
z;. There were many Errors and De- 
ſets, both in the Dottrin and Prattice of 
the then flouriſhing Churches of Corinth, 
Galatia, &c. and yet the Apoſtle S. Paul 
was ſo tar trom encouraging a Scbiſm in, 
and Separation trom the Communion of 
thoſe Charches; that he threatens thoſe 
Perſons with the fevereſt Puniſhments, 
who were the Inſtruments in fomenting 
and promoting thoſe Animofrties and Dr- 
viftens, Nor is there any one /aftaxce or 
Prefedent in the whole Scripture,to war. 
rant our depereure from any Church that 
is Sound and Orthodox in her Principles, 
however erroneous and corrupt in the 
Politic and Circumſt antials of Divine 
Worſhip. We might hereunto add, 
4. The concurrent Judgments and O- 
wiens of the moſt Eminent and Re- 
ormed Divines bey ond Sea ; who have 
unanimouſly declared their Diſlike of a 
Separation trom our Communion; as Cat 
Vin, 


vin, Bulingers 


Things, yY® 
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the Worſhip, Conſtitutions, and Ecclefta- 
ftical Government of Geneva and Amſter- 
dam? I'm ſure many of their Learned 
Drvines have ingenuouſly acknowledg'd 
that all things were not according to 
their Deſire, and yet did not think it 
Prudence to alter the Government for 
the ſake of ſome ſmall Errors. 

In ſhorr, our Diſſenting Brethren muſt 
either diſclaim theſe Conceits, or turn 
Hermits and Anchorets, live in a Cel or 
Wilderneſs, and even depart from them- 
ſelves ; who(as I could cafily ſhew them) 
are guilty of as many, it not more, and 
greater Faults and Errors in their little 
Allemblies, than can be juſtly charged 
upon 7s, or the Liturgy and Government 
ot the Church of Exrland. Whither would 
not theſe wild and extravagant Fancies 
carry any Man that ſhall give way to 
them? So that they muſt either prove 
their own Churches to be infallible in 

int of Worſhip and Diſcipline, which 

think the moſt of them diſclaim, or for 
ever quit their Pretenſrons tor a Separa» 
tion from Us, becauſe of the little Er- 
rors which they have diſcovered in our 
Adminiſtrations. Having 
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Having thus fully anſwer'd the chief 
Objettions of our Brethren for their un» 
warrantable Separation lrom the Church 
of Exeland, which I know will tully fa- 
tisfie you. We ſhall proceed, 

Secondly, To draw fome clear and un- 
deniable Iuferences trom the Premiſes, 
for the prevention of all turther Scraples 
in this Caic. And, 

t. It would be a ſtrange Deluſion,and 
no leſs than abſolute Prophaneneſs to caſt 
off all the Publick Ordinances, or neglett 
the Sacred and Solemn Worſhip of God, 
becauſe ſome things may be diſliked, or 
excepted againſt in their Adminiſtrations 

2. The greateſt Honour we can aſcribe 
to God, 1s to worſhip ſolemnly and ce- 
voutly in the Pablict Aſſemblies of the 
Charch: And theretore it mult be the 
moſt heinous Crime to make a Sctuſm 
andRent in any particular Church, where 
Chriſt is ettcctually preſent by his Grace 
and Spirit. Nor can any one have a ſut- 
ficient Plea, to withdraw from the Pub- 
lick Ordinances in any Nation, till Chriſt 
has deſerted them ; which no Man can 
objet againſt the Fare and Apoſtolical 
Church 
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Church of England : Wherein ( as before 

the whole World will acknowledge,that 

the Word of God is purely preach'd, and 

the Sacraments duly adminiſtred in that 

admirable Order and Vniformity, which 

is ſcarce to be parallel'd in any National 
Church upon Earth. 

Beſides, thoſe who are fo ſtrait laced 
as to require abſolute PerteCtion in the 
Adminiſtration of Divine Oftes and 
Church Government, muſt be guilty of 
that Popiſb Errer, in conhning the 
Church, Ph all its Pr: —__ and /m- 
manitics, to their own Set and Party; 
and ſo caſt off a conſiderable Part of the 
Catbolick Church, ( as the Church of Eng- 
land is at this Day,” ,) which profeſſes and 
practiſes all the Eſſentials of Faith and 
Worſhip. Hence we allo inter, 

3. That many great and unavoidable 
Miſchiefs do always attend a wilful and 
unlawtul Separation : For a Scifſare in 
and departure from a 7rae Church, (as 
the Charch of Fagland is,and none of our 
levercſt Adverſaries can deny ,) 13 moſt 
diſhonourable and diſpleaſing to God, # 
ſcandal to Religion, hunders the Succeſs 
of 
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of the Goſpel,opens a wide Gap to Atheiſm 
and Prophaneneſs, Herefie and Popery and 
is a diſmal Preſage of the removing of our 
Candleſtick, Mat. 12 25. Why then ſhould 
any Perſons withdraw and ate them» 
ſelves from the Communion of our Church 
for the ſake of a few Ceremonies, and fer 
up Altar againſt Altar, and hereby pur 
an Opportunity into the Adverſaries 
hands,to ruin both us and themfelves?Bur, 

4. Tho all Perſons in this Nation are 
obliged to hold Communios with the 
Church of England, ( ſeeing thoſe pretend- 
ed DefeAs in her are only modal and cir» 
cumſtantial, which noCharch in the World 
can be free from in this State of Tryal 
and Probation,) yet weare forbidden to 
communicate with any Church 10 Sx : 
And this is the true reaſon and ground of 
forſaking the Church of Rome, becauſe her 
Errors are Fundamental, ( as we have ſeen 
already, ) and the Conditions of Communt- 
on with her ſuch, as we cannot comply 
with,unlefs we offer Violence to our own 
Reaſon and Conſcience. And we do always 
folemaly declare, that if their New Arti» 
cles of Faith and unchriſtian Prattices 
did not hinder Us, we ſhould moſt freely 
| and 
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and cheartully communicate with her ; 
nor do we lurther Gepart from her, than 
the departs from Chrift and her Sz{f, as 
to her anticat Faith and Worſhip. 

And again, we have lo much Love agd 
Charity tor our modern Difſenters inExg-+ 
land, that it any one has a truly tender 
Conſcicace, fo as altcr a diligent and 
faithtul ufc of all coavenicat and necetia- 
ry Means and Methods tar his Conviction, 

as carneſt Prayer to God, reading 
£00d Books, conſultation with his Pariih- 
Miniſter, or fome other Pious and Learn- 
ed Divine of the Charch of Ezgland, lic 
Still ecmains (crupulous and untatisficd ; 
yet rather than fin againſt his own Con 
Icience,we do nat blame, hurt pity him, it 
he modclitly withdraws trom our Com- 
munion. Bur 1 am atraid there are fam 
who have not practiſed theſe Methads 
altho I have the Charity to believe that 
very many have ; and that moſt ct thoſe 
who have ſeparated trom our Communion, 
have not dane it through a wiltul Obſti- 
nacy, but mecrly upon the account 6 
Canlcicnce. 

ce, Our Brethren of the Non-contormy* 


; 
ty m gut Go Weil to conlidcr ailo, that 
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none gains any thing by a groundleſs 
Schiſm andSeparation,but that fort of Men 
whoſe cluct Maxim to promote their 
own Ends, hath always been, Divide & 
mpera : For 'tis very obſervable that the 
Intercit of the Retorm'd Religion is daily 
weaken'd by our unchriſtian and inteſtine 
Divifions. And ris very certain, that we 
cannot do our Enemies greater Service 
nor more precipitate our own Ruine,than 
by crumbiing our tclves into Sets and 
Parties : lnfomuch, that I am atraid, that 
thoſe who now ſeparate [rom Us, and in 
this juncture ) torfake our Commumon, 
will one day find and feel to rheir great 
colt. not ro mention the prelent Miſe briefs ) 
tat it were a thouſand times better to 
{wallow an innocent Ceremony than rend 
a Church ; ſccing the greateſt Sins ſhall 
havea lighter Puniſhment thanScbi/m and 
Separation. For the Eye that mocketh by 
Fatber, and deſpiſeth the Garment of by 
Mother the Ravens of the Valley [ball piuck 
it out, and the young Earles devour it. Sce 
further upon the Milchie's of Schiſmn, 
Dr. Falkners Libertas Ecciel. from the bce« 
grinning. Whict brings me to the, 
Third and laſt tlnng, Which will be to 
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lay down {ome Rules by WY of Caution 


and Advice, which may cure you, ani 


by your [nfluenct, Many others from Þ 
groundlcls Separation. And, 
(ubjet tro Ver) DOrdi- 
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formity in the Charches of Chrift ; the Ec- 
clefraſt ical Laws being only Bruta fulming 
without the concurrence and enforcement 
of rhe Civil Power : So that trom hence it 

muſt nceds follow, that a cheertul Obedi- 
ow to and a hearty Compliance w ith all 
the Laws and Conttitutions of our admi- 
rable Government, both in Church and 
Srate, is abſolutely neceſtary, nor only for 
our own lakes, but the Peace and Preſer- 
vation of the whole Body. 

'Tis a ſtrange Miſtake then which 
ſome have run upon,that nothing is to be 
admitted in our Pablick Worſhip, and Ec. 
clehaltical Diſcipline and Politie of our 
Church, but what 1s plainly expreſt in the 
Holy Scriptures ; hereby excluding all hu- 
man Laws and Conftitutions in Matrers 
and Things indiflerent. Which wild Zy- 
potheſrs has been the Original of all thoſe 
untenable Opinions now on foot ; and the 
very moſt of our anchriſtian Diviftons, 
which have almoſt torn in pieces our 
Church, are owing to this unreaſonable 
and proundleſs Conecture: Whereas on the 
contrary,the Writers of the greateit Note 
and Eminence amongſt our Brethren ot 
the Non-contormity, are forced to ac» 
L 2 knowlc)ie, 
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that there arc many Cirenme 
he Pablie Serv of God,and Ne 
of the Chufth, hich mult Ve 
regulated and order'd according, 19 the 
I 17 bt of Nature, and Laws ot Cor7 1am 
the holy 51 tle duretts in 


tholc general Rules, Lff all thi 


decently an 07 der, an 


do allo eonſels, 3! EVC 
now it 10 UE true and 


h 4 ircum [0 an- 
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the Honour and Incerelt 01 Religion, and 
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ment and Diſcretion : Whrietr che Learn» 
ed and Judicrous Footer proves 4 moſt ad» 
mirable Account of m his EcelefafF. Polit, 
Nor can this in the leaſt umpeach ( as 
21 me have vainlv objected} whe Sa flicicn- 
cy of the Holy Seripturrs, or the Fidehty 
of Chrift innort leaving a perteet Mode! of 
Churco Government behind hiny: For we 
have fcen alre , that the F/oly S Cr 1p» 
furrs Were _— \mended ro mitruct 
us in the Fardament als of Farth and Chr 
ff ran Morality, and [pe 2k omy overtly of 
Charch D, pine and Government, And, 
tor the Fideliry of Chrit herein, ns plan 
that the Church in our Savicars Time 
was in her Momority, winch mult atrers 
wards by degrees | grow op-re-+ ſtare of 
greater Liberty and Perfeition, What & 
thers have urged from the Form of CYnrch 
Government under the Few:/b Ottonom!e 
concludes nothing : For the Fews lived al 
under one Pelitie and in one Natios; 
whereas Chriſtianity is diſperted all over 
the World, under many different Civil Go- 
eraments ; and therefore the Circamft an- 
ces of Rel ious Wor (bip and Church Diſct» 
pline,muſt be funted to che State and Con- 


dition of different People within their ſe- 
I 4 veral 
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veral Juriſdictions, as may appear moſt 
juſt and reaſonable to the Judgments and 
Diſcretion of their lawiul Governours. 
Theretore, 
. Tho every Perſon be obliged to hate 
flie from Idolatry, Hereſic, &c. yet 
none ſhould be affrighted from his Duty 
with meer Baggs and Scar-crows, or the 
empty Appearances of Error without fut- 
ficient Grounds. For tho our Litzrgy and 
Set- Forms of Wor ſhip have been extream- 
ly cavil'd at by ſome of our Adverlaries, 
yet 'tis evident that neither the Prophets 
of old, nor our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
nor the Primitive Fathers, did ever find 
faule with the Stated Methods and Forms 
of Prayer,but did praQtiſe and appoint 'em 
themſelves, and highly encourag'd them 
in others. For there are many Set- Forms 
of Prayer, Benediftions and Thank/groings, 
in the Writings of the Prophers; our Savi- 
our com da Form of Prayer to be uled 
by his Apeſtles and Followers, ( tho they 
were doubtleſs as able to pray by the Spt- 
rit as the moſt Scraphick Enthufralt,) 
which Method allo was obſerved by Jobs 
theBapriſt,for the direQtion and aſſiſtance 
of his Diſciples in God's Worſhip. All 
which 
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which Stated Forms became Patterns and 
Preſidents to the Churches of Chrif in af- 
ter Ages, who had all their feveral Litur- 
gies as we have ; nor 15 there any thing in 
our Service Beot which 1s contrary to, but 
moſt exatly conformable to thoſe Rules. 
4. Let not the bare Pretence then of 
ſome ſmall Errors in and about the Cir- 
cumſtances of Pablick Worſhip, prevail 
with any Man to ſeparate from the Com- 
munion of his Natiezal Charch, ſeeing 
there have been,and are as many,and pro- 
bably greater Errors in all the Churches 
of Chrift in all Ages of the Goſpel : For 
tho our Bleſſed Saviour promis'd, that 
the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt 
the Tniverſal Charch,that be will be with 
ber to the end of the World, ſend bu Spirit 
to lead her into all Truth, and abide with 
ber for ever ; yet theſe Promiſes do only 
reſpet the Fundamental Doctrins of the 
Catholic and Univerſal Church of Chrif, 
or a People proteſſing the Truth, how- 
ever they may err ( as all of them do) in 
Opinions not eſſential to Religion, And 
ſeeing every particular Church may be 
guilty of ſome Errors and Miſtakes in out» 
ward Circumitances of Religion, there» 
tore 
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fore he that will feparate upon this Ac- 
count can fcarce hold Commumon wirh 
any Nationat Church upon Farrth. And 
fhoſ: fickle and fanritul Perfons min he 
have had rhe ſame Fza, to l.ave leparared 
from the Chriftian Church m rhe rime of 
the Apoltics rhat they have now trom 
Ls: Nor 1s there anv one that under- 
ſtands the Srate of our Church, but w:ll 
readily acknowiedpe, rhat our Orders of 
E! oj i Prieefts anda Dea ons,24NG Set Form 
of Worſhip and Diſciplineare it not of A- 
poſtolical, yer of Primitive Inſtitution, 

g No meer Inconvemences,or crrcurm- 
flanial Errors or Detctts and thotc only 
alledged,nor proved againſt Us, can j ſt i- 
fie or excuſe a Departure from Us, fince 
| have made it fully evident rhat our 
Church hols and maintains ail rhcE [ru- 
#:als both ot Feith and of Wori(t'p ror, 
we have ſeen already, that all Men arc 
oblio'd to conform themficives to the 
Conitirutnons of the National Church, 
tho fome of rhe ecxrern 11 Modes & Forms 
be inconvenient, diſorderly and detective, 
rather than not be of any Church at all: 
And what they cannot reform without 
d.ſturbing the Peace of the Church, ) "ris 
LIH1E.T 
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thor Duty to roicra! . freeing there's no Na- 
rional and Pa ir Church m the World, 

AVC airt terved)} whote Con 
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Peace of their (onkiencesand pre 
nic Int (Church. than their 
chart | pcaccable Compliance with 
ſceming | ind Detects, which 

thev fo much ca t and complain of. 

- "I 15thc great \ rev ment then of Im 
prudence and h retion,to run wpon ma 
nifcft and real! , upon ric Fcars and 
Iealoutcesd which arc mcerly ground lcfs)and 
only imagin'd to be fo. Will any Man of 
Rrafou and Religion dare totoriake Gods ph 
ck Ordinances, and make a Schiim i114 the 
Church of Chrif, becaufe perhaps there may 
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be ſome probable Defe#: in her Communion. 
For Gods Commands to atrend his Publick 
Worſhip, and endeavour the Peace of the 
Church, are plain and politive, whereas the 
Errors objected againſt us are dubious and dil- 
putable : And now, to caſt the Scaler,the far 
greater number of pious, Jearned & judicious 
Men arc on our fide;{o,that tor any thing they 
know, they may be miſtaken. But granting 
'em that we do err, let our Governours fee to 
it, we have a ſufficient Rule for our Obedi- 
ence, (nor dare we ſubſtratt it for the fake 
ot an Inconvenicnce onlv. if their Commend: 
be not ſinful) but they have none for their 
Diſobedience. And therefore ſeeing they have 
no lawtul Authority to reform the leaſt Er 
roror Miſtake in Government, it would be 
the greaterPrudence,and morehriitian kc 
to pray & mourn in ſecret for what they ap 
prehend amiſs, than to diſobey and exaſpe- 
rate theirGovernours,ſtir upDiviſions in the 
Church,& run upon the dangerous Hezz.ard; 
of a licentious and unwarrantabic Separation. 
8. We ſhould be alwavs more concern'd 
for promoting the Intcreit of the Goſpel and 
our own National Church, than the gratifying 
of our own perſonal and private Fancies an 
Opinions. For it has been a great faulr in moſt 
of our Brethren of the Non-conformiry, 
who have been fo wedded to their own pri- 
vate Humours and Conceits, that they have 
almoſt quite forgot the Peace of rhe Church, 
and the truc Intereff of the Proteff ant Reform'd 
Relrgion, 
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Religion. Hence have ſprung thoſe Hereſies 
and Schi/mr,and that Arbei/m and Prophaneneſi, 
which have fo ſtrangely over-ſpread the 
whole Nation, to the great ſcandal of our 
Religion and Government; and have done 
what in their power hes to yield up them- 
ſelves and us a Prey to our cruel and merci- 
leſs Enemies. Whereas if they had the leaſt 
ſenſe of their Durv and Intereſt, they would 
keep cloſe (at this Time eſpecially) to our 
Communion; Which under God would be their 
chief Refuge, and yield in ſome ſmall Mat- 
rers,tho lets agreeable to their own private 
Sentiments and Opinions, for the greatcr 
Bench of the Publick. 

9. No Prejudice ſhould prevail with any 
Man fo far, as to make him nnwilling to re- 
cant and diſclaim his Errors upon a through 
Convichon.and return tothe ways of I ruth 
and Peace, from which he has formerly cr- 
red. And therefore 'tisa great Fault in many 
who are unwilling to retract thoſe Errors 
which they have eſpouſed, leſt rtrry ſhould 
be cenſured by their Party as Renegadocs and 
Apoftater from their Religion : Whereas, it 
they would bur fcriouſly conſider it, 'ewall 
be their greateſt Honour as well as Intereſt, 
and 1 (pecial Eviderice of their Integrity,to 
acknowledg & recant their ErrorsSC Af akes 1 
nor need any Man be aſham'd or afraid 
to conteſs he has erred. St. Awg.writa whole 
Book ofRetreftations for which he was deſcr- 
vedly as much eſteem'sd, as for any of his 0- 
ther 
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123 Advice toa Gentleman,&C. 
humbly offer'd to your ſerious Peralal; and 
probably they may be uſeful ro you in your 
preſent Circumſtances, having calculated 
them primarily for that Meridian, Yet let 
not theſe or any other ſo bind you up, as to 
negle@ greater and berter of your own: For 
it will be your great Intereſt and Advantage 
to weigh and meaſure the Drift and Delign 
of all Ceunſels, by the Diftartes of your own 
Reaſon and Judgmenr. 

] doubt I have wearied your Paticnce with 
atediousEpifle;, the Subjects being to copious 
have drawn it out to an undue Proportion. Y ct, 
when you have ſeriouſly confider'd the Scope 
and Deſign of it in its full Latirude and Im 
portance, I hope you'l candidly excuſe not 
onlv the Length, but all orher Miftaker and 

er in it without any further Apology. 
Whatever I=diſcretions | have been guilty of 
either in the Undertaking, or management 
and compoſure of this Di/courſe, are wholly 
imputable to my Self, none of your Relats- 
ens or Friend: being yet acquainted with it : 
For all which I do moſt carneſtly and hum- 
bly beg your Pardon. Now, that God Ai- 
wig bty may ever blcſs,preſerve,ſucceed, and 
proſper you mn your Progret; and Rerurn ; 
and that all your Endeavour: may be accep- 
tablero Him, well-plcaſing to Your Friends 
and a comfort and benefit ro your Self, ſhal 
be the moſt carneſt, hearty, and conſtant 
Praver of, Hemuured SIR, 


March £th. Style Ter bumble drooied Servant. 
werent i667, 


